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Week Ending Friday, March 1, 1991 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Persian Gulf Conflict 


February 23, 1991 


CENTCOM reports that they have de- 
tected no military activity which would in- 
dicate any withdrawal of Saddam Hussein 
from Kuwait. Similarly, there has been no 
communication between Iraq and _ the 
United Nations that would suggest a willing- 
ness to withdraw under the conditions of 
the coalition plan. Iraq continues its 
scorched earth policy in Kuwait, setting fire 
to oil facilities. It’s a continuing outrage that 
Saddam Hussein is still intent upon destroy- 
ing Kuwait and its people, still intent upon 
destroying the environment of the Gulf, 
and still intent upon inflicting the most 
brutal kind of rule on his own population, 
yet appears to have no intention of comply- 
ing with the U.N. resolutions. Indeed, his 
only response al noon was to launch an- 
other Scud missile attack on Israel. 

The coalition forces have no alternative 
but to continue to prosecute the war. 

As we indicated last night, the withdraw- 
al proposal the Soviets discussed with Tariq 
‘Aziz in Moscow was unacceptable because 
it did not constitute an unequivocal com- 
mitment to an immediate and uncondition- 
al withdrawal. Thus, the Iragi approval of 
the Soviet proposal is without effect. 

President Bush today spoke with Prime 
Minister Kaifu of Japan, President Ozal of 
Turkey, and President Gorbachev of the 
Soviet Union. The phone call from Presi- 
dent Gorbachev occurred at 11:15 a.m. and 
lasted for approximately 28 minutes. Presi- 
dent Gorbachev informed the President 
that he asked for a U.N. review of his pro- 
posal and said that he had talked to Prime 
Minister Major and President Mitterrand 
about his plan. Both of the allied leaders 
indicated full support for the coalition with- 
drawal plan. President Bush thanked Presi- 
dent Gorbachev for his extensive efforts 
and reflected our general disappointment 


that Saddam Hussein has chosen not to re- 
spond positively. 


Note: The statement referred to President 
Saddam Hussein and Foreign Minister 
Tariq ‘Aziz of Iraq, Prime Minister John 
Major of the United Kingdom, and Presi- 
dent Frangois Mitterrand of France. The 
statement also referred to an allied peace 
plan that required Iraq to begin withdraw- 
ing its forces from Kuwait by noon, e.s.t. 


Statement on the Persian Gulf Conflict 
February 23, 1991 


We regret that Saddam Hussein took no 
action before the noon deadline to comply 
with the United Nations resolutions. We 
remain determined to fulfill the U.N. reso- 
lutions. Military action continues on sched- 
ule and according to plan. 


Note: The statement referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq and an allied 
peace plan that required Iraq to begin with- 
drawing its forces from Kuwait by noon, 
é.8.t. 


Address to the Nation Announcing 
Allied Military Ground Action in the 
Persian Gulf Conflict 


February 23, 1991 


Good evening. Yesterday, after conferring 
with my senior national security advisers, 
and following extensive consultations with 
our coalition partners, Saddam Hussein was 
given one last chance—set forth in very ex- 
plicit terms—to do what he should have 
done more than 6 months ago: withdraw 
from Kuwait without condition or further 
delay, and comply fully with the resolutions 
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passed by the United Nations Security 
Council. 

Regrettably, the noon deadline passed 
without the agreement of the Government 
of Iraq to meet demands of United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 660, as set forth 
in the specific terms spelled out by the coa- 
lition to withdraw unconditionally from 
Kuwait. To the contrary, what we have 
seen is a redoubling of Saddam Hussein’s 
efforts to destroy completely Kuwait and its 
people. 

I have, therefore, directed General 
Norman Schwarzkopf, in conjunction with 
coalition forces, to use all forces available, 
including ground forces, to eject the Iraqi 
army from Kuwait. Once again, this was a 
decision made only after extensive consulta- 
tions within our coalition partnership. 

The liberation of Kuwait has now entered 
a final phase. I have complete confidence in 
the ability of the coalition forces swiftly and 
decisively to accomplish their mission. 

Tonight, as this coalition of countries 
seeks to do that which is right and just, I 
ask only that all of you stop what you are 
doing and say a prayer for all the coalition 
forces, and especially for our men and 
women in uniform who this very moment 
are risking their lives for their country and 
for all of us. 

May God bless and protect each and 
every one of them. And may God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you very 
much. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 10 p.m. in 
the Briefing Room at the White House. In 
his address, he referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The address was 
broadcast live on nationwide radio and tel- 
evision. A tape was not available for verifi- 
cation of the content of this address. 


Remarks on the Observance of National 
Afro-American (Black) History Month 


February 25, 1991 


Thank you very much. It is a great, great 
pleasure for Barbara and me to welcome 
you all to the White House. It’s good to see 
so many friends here today, including so 
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many members of our administration: our 
Vice President, of course; and Lou Sullivan; 
Jack Kemp; Lynn Martin; of course, the 
Chairman of our Joint Chiefs, General 
Powell; Connie Newman; Art Fletcher; and 
so many more. I salute our red-coated spe- 
cial guests. You bring honor to this place, 
and we’re delighted to have you here. 

I know that the issue on all of our minds 
is the war in the Gulf. And I’m glad to 
report, after consultation a few minutes ago 
with Chairman Powell, General Powell, that 
the news is good. Coalition air and ground 
forces are advancing on their objectives. 
Enemy prisoners are surrendering in large 
numbers—large numbers. And thus far, 
thank God, U.S. and coalition casualties are 
few. 

The liberation of Kuwait is on course and 
on schedule. We have the initiative. We 
intend to keep it. We must guard against 
euphoria; there are battles yet to come and 
casualties to be borne. But make no mis- 
take, we will prevail. Kuwait will soon be 
free, and America’s men and women in uni- 
form will return home to the thanks and 
respect of a grateful nation. 

This was a war thrust upon us, not a war 
that we sought. But naked aggression, such 
as we have seen, must be resisted if it is not 
to become a pattern. Our success in the 
Gulf will bring with it not just a new oppor- 
tunity for peace and stability in a critical 
part of the world but a chance to build a 
new world order based upon the principles 
of collective security and the rule of law. 

But today, we’re here to celebrate the 
proud spectrum of black achievement. For 
we recognize that black history, this rich 
tale of roots and purpose and pride, is really 
everyone’s history. 

And something else, too—you know, in 
the midst of war we find ourselves thinking 
about heroes. Well, this is the time to espe- 
cially think of black heroes. Those who, by 
their fierce conviction, showed no race has 
a monopoly on idealism or excellence. And 
we must tell stories of black successes to 
every child in our country because we need 
heroes. We need them as much as we need 
our dreams. And black Americans have 
always provided both. 

A few nights ago, General Tony McPeak, 
the Chief of Staff of our Air Force, and an 
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old friend many of you know, Ben Payton, 
president of the Tuskegee University, and 
Judge Souter of the Supreme Court and I, 
the four of us—men’s night out on the 
town—{laughter|—went over to Ford’s The- 
atre to see a play called the “Black Eagles.” 
And for those who aren’t aware of that, it’s 
a play about the Tuskegee Airmen of World 
War II, who were led by the legendary 
General Benjamin Davis. An _ incredible 
story of men who took their places among a 
very special group of heroes—black Ameri- 
cans who have fought for this country for 
over 200 years 

And they never received the credit—they 
never received the credit that they deserve 
for their devoted patriotism, for their 
vision, and their sacrifices. And America 
owes a long-overdue tribute to these men 
and women who, long before they had 
rights, believed in what was right. 

For two centuries, black soldiers have es- 
tablished a record of pride in the face of 
incredible obstacles. For not only did they 
risk their lives fighting for freedom for their 
own and for other countries, but they did it 
at the same time that they were being 
denied their own God-given freedoms at 
home. And think about how much they 
must have loved this country, how they be- 
lieved in its dreams. It’s an astounding de- 
votion. It’s in a league by itself. 

And you can feel that love of country just 
as strongly out there in the Gulf today. And 
yes, we’ve made great progress in righting 
the wrongs of the past, but tragically, 
racism and bigotry, illiteracy and poverty 
still exist. And America, of course, is not 
without its problems, and black Americans 
serving in the Gulf understand that. And 
yet, they’ve chosen to serve because they 
fundamentally believe in this country. And 
when these Gulf heroes come home, they’ll 
continue to fight injustice by fighting dis- 
crimination and despair with the same com- 
mitment. And we will stand with them. 

So, to those who question the proportion 
of blacks in the armed services today, my 
answer is simple. The military of the United 
States is the greatest equal opportunity em- 
ployer around. Every soldier, sailor, airman, 
coastguardsman, and marine have enlisted 
because they want to be a part of the 
American armed services—because they 
know it is a place of openness and true 


meritocracy, and because they know that 
every service man and woman receives 
equal training and the finest training, and 
equal treatment every step of the way, with 
education funding and_ technical skills 
which will open up unlimited futures. If 
anyone thinks that the military is not the 
place for equal opportunity and advance- 
ment, then talk to General Waller, Lieuten- 
ant General Calvin Waller, our deputy com- 
mander in chief of the Central Command; 
or Colonel Hopper, deputy commander of 
the 63d Airlift Wing; or Air Force Colonel 
Leonard Randolph from Langley—Langley 
Air Force Base. 

Or listen to the man sitting over my right 
shoulder here, who answers those who criti- 
cize the proportion of blacks by challenging 
all of America. Here’s what General 
Powell—his answer challenged the rest of 
this country to create the same paths of 
opportunity which we have in the military. 

Look at those brave men and women put- 
ting their lives on the line for us. And you 
don’t see colors or creed. All you see are 
Americans—good, brave, dedicated Ameri- 
cans—Americans who volunteered, each 
and every single one of them, who put their 
devotion to country first; Americans with 
dignity and pride, calling America back to 
her better self; Americans serving as equals, 
measured only by their abilities. America’s 
heroes—the real thing. Thank God we have 
them, every single one. 

Today we thank God for those who went 
before. For our new heroes are a part of a 
long tradition. The airmen in “Black 
Eagles” talk about it, for they made their 
own very special mark in the rollcall of gen- 
erations who battled not only their coun- 
try’s enemy but also their countrymen’s 
prejudice. In the play these brave warriors 
explain they were “paving the way, paving 
the way.” 

And it was more than two centuries ago 
that the first black patriots started to pave 
the way of freedom road. In 1774, slaves 
sent a plea to the royal Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, saying: “We have in common with 
all other men a natural right to our free- 
doms without being deprived of them by 
our fellow men.” 

Seems like these sentiments might have 
inspired the words that Thomas Jefferson 
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wrote 2 years later: “That all men are cre- 
ated equal and that they are endowed with 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.” 


What these men sent was a message from 
the heart to those who would follow: Stand 
up for freedom; cry out for freedom; risk all 
for freedom. 


And that’s what blacks have done in 
every war in this nation’s history. And 
they’ve done it with heroes like Crispus At- 
tucks, the first American to die for the 
cause of his country’s liberty; with heroes 
like the 5,000 blacks who fought in the Rev- 
olutionary War, loyal, courageous men who 
will at long last be honored with a memori- 
al out here on the Mall thanks to the Patriot 
Foundation, which I hope we’ll all support. 


Freedom road led nearly a quarter mil- 
lion newly freed slaves into the Civil War. 
Heroes emerged, like the men of Fort 
Wagner charge, so powerfully reenacted in 
the movie “Glory.” The black regiment lost 
half its men—imagine that, half its men— 
but won the dignity and respect that it 
rightfully deserved. 


Freedom road took black heroes up San 
Juan Hill with Teddy Roosevelt. And by the 
way, Colin Powell has a painting of them in 
his office. He says he likes to look up from 
his desk, see them, and remember the con- 
tributions of those who went before and, he 
says, reflect on what he must do to help 
those yet to come. 


Black heroes also paved freedom road on 
the French fields and Rhine River of World 
War I. But when their sons joined up 25 
years later, they found there was much 
work left to do. And I heard a shocking 
story that took place right here in America 
in 1943, in the middle of World War II. 
Black soldiers stopped and tried to eat at a 
restaurant. Inside German _prisoners— 
German prisoners of war—were being 
served a meal, but the restaurant refused to 
admit the black soldiers. 


By the end of the war, American black 
soldiers had paved a victorious path, paved 
it in bravery and in blood. And they won 
battles and medals. And they won respect 
as men and acceptance as Americans. And 


at long last they won the integration of the 
Armed Forces. 


These generations of heroes risked their 
lives so that their grandchildren could real- 
ize a dream: the dream of having the free- 
dom to choose to serve their country, the 
dream that America would be a place 
where the only limits on a man would be 
the limits of his own vision, the dream of a 
nation where none would be called the first 
black, but rather, simply, the best. For, as 
Booker T. Washington said: “No greater 
injury can be done to any youth than to let 
him feel that because he belongs to this or 
that race he will be advanced regardless of 
his own merit or efforts.” 


But let’s face it, the dream is not yet fully 
realized, and there is today too much crime 
and too much crack and too much despair. 
And yet, there is also today too much faith 
and too much pride and too much human 
dignity to give up or to give in. 

And that’s why we urgently need to turn 
to the tradition of black heroes today, to 
inspire a new generation to believe in itself 
and in the future. Homegrown heroes like 
Frederick Douglass, who fought for dignity; 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who fought for 
the rights of millions; Jackie Robinson, who 
fought just to do what he did best. Like 
Ralph Bunche, who won the Nobel Prize; 
Gwendolyn Brooks, who won the Pulitzer; 
Jesse Owens, who won Olympic medals and 
the respect of the world. Humanitarians 
and leaders from George Washington 
Carver to Rosa Parks to the late Mickey 
Leland. Pioneers like Dr. Charles Drew and 
astronaut Ron McNair. And of course, the 
man who has brought inspiration, strength, 
and true spirit of heroism to the world’s 
current struggle for humanity—the Chair- 
man of our Joint Chiefs. [Applause] Exactly 
the way we all feel. 


But they’re not the only ones. It is up to 
each of us. Together, we must write a new 
chapter in the history of civil rights, a chap- 
ter that says: Opportunity must replace de- 
spair. For opportunity means education, 
equipping kids with the tools they need to 
compete in a new century. It means free- 
dom from drugs. Opportunity means jobs, 
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the dignity of work. It means owning your 
own home, and being safe in it. Opportuni- 
ty means social programs to keep families 
together, and health care to keep them 
strong. And, above all, opportunity means 
we must treasure and defend the value of 
every human life. For as Langston Hughes 
wrote, “There’s a dream in this land with 
its back against the wall; to save the dream 
for one, it must be saved for all.” 


This is an ideal place for us to commit 
ourselves to writing that chapter. For in this 
very room, 27 years ago, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 became law, a long overdue 
payment on a promissory note of equality 
signed two centuries before. But as long as 
discrimination, born of ignorance and inhu- 
manity, still exists, our work is not yet fin- 
ished. And as long as the Four Horsemen of 
the American night—illiteracy, inequality, 
indigence, and fear—threaten any of us, our 
work is not yet finished. 


And so, we must as a nation pledge that 
never again will the individual be degraded 
and devalued—that we will remember the 
Black Eagles, who soared from bigotry on 
Earth to equality in the skies. 


And I am committed to civil rights and 
opportunity for every person in this great 
country. And I will simply say to all of you: 
I salute you. I thank you for coming here to 
share this very special day with all of Amer- 
ica. And at this special time in our history, 
may God bless those who are serving us 
halfway around the world. May they be 
treated with respect and the dignity that 
they deserve when they come back home 
having freed another country. 


Thank you all and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Louis W. Sullivan; 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Jack Kemp; Secretary of Labor Lynn 
M. Martin; Constance Berry Newman, Di- 
rector of the Office of Personnel Manage- 
ment; and Arthur A. Fletcher, Chairman of 
the Commission on Civil Rights. 


Executive Order 12752— 
Implementation of the Agricultural 
Trade Development and Assistance Act 
of 1954, as Amended, and the Food for 
Progress Act of 1985, as Amended 


February 25, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including the 
Agricultural Trade Development and Assist- 
ance Act of 1954, as amended by Public 
Law 101-624 (“Agricultural Trade Develop- 
ment Act”), the Food for Progress Act of 
1985, as amended by Public Law 101-624 
(“Food for Progress Act”), and section 301 
of title 3 of the United States Code, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 


Section 1. Establishment of Programs. 
There is hereby established: 

(a) a program under title I of the Agricul- 
tural Trade Development Act to provide 
for the sale of agricultural commodities to 
developing countries. Such program shall 
be implemented by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture (hereafter referred to as the “Secre- 
tary”). 

(b) a program under title II of the Agri- 
cultural Trade Development Act to provide 
for the donation of agricultural commodities 
to foreign countries. Such program shall be 
implemented by the Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development 
(hereafter referred to as the “Administra- 
tor”). 

(c) a program under title III of the Agri- 
cultural Trade Development Act to provide 
for the donation of agricultural commodities 
to least developed countries. Such program 
shall be implemented by the Administrator. 


Sec. 2. International Negotiations and Ac- 
counting for Foreign Currencies. (a) The 
Secretary with respect to title I, and the 
Administrator with respect to titles II and 
Ill of the Agricultural Trade Development 
Act, shall negotiate and execute agreements 
under the Agricultural Trade Development 
Act in accord with section 112b of title I of 
the United States Code and applicable regu- 
lations and procedures of the Department 
of State. 

(bX1) Foreign currencies that accrue to 
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the United States under titles I and III of 
the Agricultural Trade Development Act 
may be used for the purposes set forth in 
section 104 and section 306 of that Act, 
respectively, in amounts consistent with ap- 
plicable provisions of law and agreements. 
Such foreign currencies shall be subject to 
regulations of the Department of the Treas- 
ury governing the purchase, custody, depos- 
it, transfer, and sale of foreign currencies 
received under the Agricultural Trade De- 
velopment Act. 


(2) The Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget (hereafter referred to as 
the “Director”) shall determine the amount 
of foreign currencies to be used for the pur- 
poses of section 104(c\8) of the Agricultural 
Trade Development Act, and such purposes 
shall be carried out by the agencies with 
authority to pay the obligations abroad. The 
purposes of the remaining paragraphs of 
section 104(c) of that Act shall be carried 
out by the Department of Agriculture, uti- 
lizing, where appropriate, the expertise of 
other agencies. 


(3) The Secretary and Administrator shall 
transmit the reports required by the provi- 
sions of paragraph 5 of the Act of August 
13, 1957 (71 Stat. 345; 7 U.S.C. 1704a), as 
related to the use of foreign currencies ac- 
cruing under title I and title III of the Agri- 
cultural Trade Development Act, respec- 
tively. 


Sec. 3. Policy Coordination. (a) To ensure 
policy coordination of assistance provided 
under the Agricultural Trade Development 
Act and the Food for Progress Act, there is 
hereby established a Food Assistance Policy 
Council (hereafter referred to as the “Coun- 
cil’). 

(b). The Council will include senior repre- 
sentatives of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, the Agency for International Develop- 
ment, the Department of State, and the 
Office of Management and Budget. Meet- 
ings of the Council shall be called by the 
Secretary or his designee at the request of 
any senior representative of the Council. 


(c) The Council shall advise the President 
on appropriate policies under the Agricul- 
tural Trade Development Act and the Food 
for Progress Act and shall coordinate deci- 
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sions on allocations and other policy issues, 
as well as prepare the report required by 
section 407(gX1) of the Agricultural Trade 
Development Act. 


(d) As necessary for effective coordina- 
tion, the Council shall provide its advice to 
the President through the appropriate Cabi- 
net-level body. 


Sec. 4. Delegation of Responsibilities. (a) 
The consultation required by section 401(a) 
of the Agricultural Trade Development Act 
shall be undertaken through the Council. 


(b) The function conferred upon the 
President in section 403(j) of the Agricultur- 
al Trade Development Act is hereby dele- 
gated to the Secretary of State. 


(c) The function conferred upon the 
President by section 407(h) of the Agricul- 
tural Trade Development Act is hereby del- 
egated to the Administrator. 


(d) The functions conferred upon the 
President by section 411 of the Agricultural 
Trade Development Act are hereby dele- 
gated to the Secretary, in consultation with 
the Council and the Department of the 
Treasury. 


(e) The functions conferred upon the 
President by section 412(c) of the Agricul- 
tural Trade Development Act are hereby 
delegated to the Director, who shall consult 
with the Council on these functions. 


(f) The functions conferred upon the 
President by title V of the Agricultural 
Trade Development Act are hereby dele- 
gated to the Administrator. 


(g) The functions conferred upon the 
President by the Food for Progress Act, as 
amended, are hereby delegated to the Sec- 
retary. 


Sec. 5. Regulatory Review. Policies, regu- 
lations, and analyses required by this Execu- 
tive order shall be fully consistent with the 
standards and criteria, analyses and proce- 
dures set forth in Executive Order Nos. 
12291 and 12498. 


Sec. 6. Revocations. Executive Order No. 
12220 of June 27, 1980, and Executive 
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Order No. 12583 of February 19, 1987, are 
revoked. 


The White House, 
February 25, 1991. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:28 a.m., February 26, 1991] 


Nomination of Dennis A. Yao To Be 
Federal Trade Commissioner 


February 25, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Dennis A. Yao, of Pennsyl- 
vania, to be a Federal Trade Commissioner 
for the term of 7 years from September 26, 
1989. He would succeed Andrew Iohn 
Strenio, Jr. 

Since 1983 Dr. Yao has served in the de- 
partment of public policy and management 
at the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA, as: associ- 
ate professor, 1990-present; assistant profes- 
sor, 1984-1990; and lecturer, 1983-1984. 

Dr. Yao graduated from Princeton Uni- 
versity (B.S.E., 1975), University of Califor- 
nia in Berkeley (M.B.A., 1977), and Stanford 
University (Ph.D., 1984). He was born 
August 29, 1953, in Urbana, IL. Dr. Yao is 
married and resides in Philadelphia, PA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Persian Gulf Conflict 


February 25, 1991 


We continue to prosecute the war. We 
have heard no reason to change that. And 
because there is a war on, our first concern 
must be the safety and security of United 
States and coalition forces. 

We don’t know whether this most recent 
claim about Iraqi withdrawal! is genuine. 
We have no evidence to suggest the Iraqi 
army is withdrawing. In fact, Iraqi units are 
continuing to fight. Moreover, we remem- 
ber when Saddam Hussein’s tanks pretend- 
ed to surrender at Khafji, only to turn and 
fire. We remember the Scud attacks today, 
and Saddam’s many broken promises of the 
past. There are at least an additional 22 


dead Americans tonight who offer silent 
testimony to the intentions of Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

The statement out of Baghdad today says 
that Saddam Hussein’s forces will fight their 
way out while retreating. We will not attack 
unarmed soldiers in retreat. But we will 
consider retreating combat units as a move- 
ment of war. 

The only way Saddam Hussein can per- 
suade the coalition of the seriousness of his 
intentions would be for him personally and 
publicly to agree to the terms of the pro- 
posal we issued on February 22. And be- 
cause the announcement from Baghdad re- 
ferred to the Soviet initiative, he must per- 
sonally and publicly accept explicitly all rel- 
evant U.N. Security Council resolutions, in- 
cluding especially U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 662, which calls for Iraqi recision 
of its purported annexation of Kuwait, and 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 674 which 
calls for Iraqi compensation to Kuwait and 
others. 

That’s the end of the statement. I might 
just add that the President met with his 
national security advisers for approximately 
an hour and 15 minutes this evening to 
consider this matter, and the President has 
returned to his Residence. 


Note: The Press Secretary read the statement 
to reporters at 10:30 p.m. in the Briefing 
Room at the White House. The statement 
referred to President Saddam Hussein of 
Traq. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Iraqi Statement on Withdrawal 
From Kuwait 


February 26, 1991 


Saadam Hussein’s radio statement last 
night contained the same diatribe as previ- 
ous comments, with no commitment to 
complying with the 12 United Nations reso- 
lutions. His speech changes nothing. It does 
not annul the annexation of Kuwait or meet 
any of the coalition’s other terms. The war 
goes on. 


Note: The statement referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Address to the Nation on the Iraqi 
Statement on Withdrawal From Kuwait 


February 26, 1991 


I have a brief statement to make today. 
Saddam’s most recent speech is an outrage. 
He is not withdrawing. His defeated forces 
are retreating. He is trying to claim victory 
in the midst of a rout, and he is not volun- 
tarily giving up Kuwait. He is trying to save 
the remnants of power and control in the 
Middle East by every means possible. And 
here, too, Saddam Hussein will fail. 

Saddam is not interested in peace but 
only to regroup and fight another day. And 
he does not renounce Iraq’s claim to 
Kuwait. To the contrary, he makes clear 
that Iraq continues to claim Kuwait. Nor is 
there any evidence of remorse for Iraq’s 
aggression or any indication that Saddam is 
prepared to accept the responsibility for the 
awful consequences of that aggression. 

He still does not accept U.N. Security 
Council resolutions or the coalition terms of 
February 22, including the release of our 
POW’s—all POW’s—third-country detain- 
ees, and an end to the pathological destruc- 
tion of Kuwait. The coalition will therefore 
continue to prosecute the war with undi- 
minished intensity. 

As we announced last night, we will not 
attack unarmed soldiers in retreat. We have 
no choice but to consider retreating combat 
units as a threat and respond accordingly. 
Anything else would risk additional United 
States and coalition casualties. 

The best way to avoid further casualties 
on both sides is for the Iraqi soldiers to lay 
down their arms as nearly 30,000 Iraqis al- 
ready have. It is time for all Iraqi forces in 
the theater of operation, those occupying 
Kuwait, those supporting the occupation of 
Kuwait, to lay down their arms. And that 
will stop the bloodshed. 

From the beginning of the air operation 
nearly 6 weeks ago, I have said that our 
efforts are on course and on schedule. This 
morning I am very pleased to say that coali- 
tion efforts are ahead of schedule. The lib- 
eration of Kuwait is close at hand. 

And let me just add that I share the pride 
of all of the American people in the mag- 
nificent heroic performance of our Armed 
Forces. May God biess them and keep 
them. 
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Note: President Bush spoke at 9:48 a.m. 
from the Rose Garden at the White House. 
In his address, he referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The address was 
broadcast live on nationwide radio and tel- 
evision. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President César Gaviria Trujillo of 
Colombia 


February 26, 1991 


President Bush. Mr. President, it has 
been a privilege to meet with you and to 
share our thoughts on critical challenges 
that our countries must face together. 
You’re a man of courage, the worthy politi- 
cal heir of your nation’s General Santander, 
who said, “If the sword gave us independ- 
ence, the law will give us liberty.” You’re a 
man devoted to law and to liberty, and for 
that, you have our admiration and respect. 

Today, we held a thorough and frank dis- 
cussion on a range of issues of mutual con- 
cern, particularly the drug war and joint 
economic matters. I view this as a vital 
meeting. For although there is a crisis de- 
manding our attention halfway around the 
world, we will not neglect the very pressing 
needs and opportunities in our own hemi- 
sphere. 

One of the most urgent of these is the 
fierce battle that we’re waging against the 
scourge of drugs. President Gaviria talked 
to me in great detail of the efforts, the 
heroic efforts that Colombia is making in 
this fight. We honor him and his country- 
men, knowing they’ve borne a very difficult 
burden in this war, and knowing that it is 
their survival that’s at stake every day. 

Our hearts are with the Colombian 
people who have suffered so much from 
drug-related outlaw violence. This has in- 
cluded the murder of President Gaviria’s 
own cousin only days ago by these narco 
terrorists. We want to tell Colombians that 
they inspire us by standing up—despite in- 
timidation, despite the costs—for justice and 
for law. 

As we spoke today, I made it clear that 
Colombia is not alone in this fight. Both our 
countries recognize that drug production 
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and drug use threaten our futures and our 
very lives. We are determined to defeat this 
enemy. Together, I am more and more con- 
vinced, especially after these talks, that we 
will win this war. 

At the Cartagena summit, we said that 
we accepted our responsibility to cut drug 
demand in the United States. I told the 
President today that our work is succeed- 
ing; drug use here in the United States is on 
the decline. And also at that summit, we 
pledged to help Colombia and her neigh- 
bors in their struggle to reduce production 
and interrupt the transportation of drugs. 


And we know that battling the drug war 
has indeed meant high costs to the Colom- 
bian people. And so, I’m glad to report that 
on February 25th, our countries signed an 
agreement providing the first $20 million of 
a total $41 million to help ease the financial 
damage that the drug war has meant to his 
government’s programs. And second, we’ve 
signed an innovative agreement on mutual 
judicial cooperation to more effectively 
prosecute the drug traffickers. And I told 
the President that we will sign a multimil- 
lion-dollar, longterm agreement expanding 
cur support for his bold initiative to 
strengthen the Colombian judicial system. 


In addition, we know we need to offer 
the people of the Andes viable economic 
alternatives to coca production. A team led 
by [U.S.] Ambassador Ed Corr has just com- 
pleted a report on how we can strengthen 
our cooperation on agricultural issues and 
make our market more accessible to legal 
exports. 


Most importantly, we’ve proposed the 
Andean Trade Initiative providing special 
and vitally important benefits for the Co- 
lombian producers. And I hope Congress 
will pass this legislation speedily. 


As we look ahead to the coming century, 
President Gaviria and I agree that we must 
also make trade and economic development 
essential priorities. Our hemisphere must 
see that its future lies with free markets as 
well as free governments. And that’s why 
we must forge a genuine economic partner- 
ship for the future. Last year, we proposed 
the Enterprise for the Americas Initiative, 
offering the hope of greater prosperity for 
all the Americas through greater interna- 


tional investment, freer trade, and greatly 
reduced debt burdens. 


Colombia was the first nation to take up 
our offer to negotiate bilateral trade and 
investment framework agreements. Well, I 
told the President today that we are send- 
ing to Congress legislation necessary to im- 
plement the investment, debt, and environ- 
mental aspects of the Enterprise for the 
Americas Initiative. And I assured him that 
I am absolutely committed to securing its 
passage. 


The people of our two nations are united 
as neighbors. And we are united as societies 
threatened by the human misery brought 
by drugs. But we’re also united as people 
who believe in human rights and in the 
creative power of liberty. We’re members 
of what is almost the world’s first fully free 
hemisphere. 


We're battling some powerful enemies: 
drugs, poverty, forces opposed to democ- 
racy. But we have even more powerful re- 
sources. Simon Bolivar wrote in exile: “The 
veil has been torn asunder. We’ve already 
seen the light and it is not our desire to be 
thrust back into darkness.” 


Well, our nations have seen the light. And 
our meeting today was just one more joint 
step in the direction of that light. I might 
add that we will always be grateful to Co- 
lombia for their role at the United Nations 
as we formulated common opposition to the 
forces of evil halfway around the world in 
the Gulf as we stood up to the aggressor, 
Iraq. 


But that proved to me that the goals are 
clear. Together we will succeed. And so, 
may God bless your wonderful people, and 
thank you for coming our way. 


President Gaviria. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I want first of all to express in the 
name of the Colombian people how glad 
we are all because of the new order we're 
building with the coalition, with the coop- 
eration of the United Nations. We are very 
happy for the success you have had in the 
Persian Gulf and the way we have built in 
this new order that will help all the coun- 
tries, all humanity to fight poverty, to fight 
narco traffic, and to fight the new problems 
we really have in our agenda. 
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You have really told the journalists how 
we have talked about our common prob- 
lems. First of all, narco traffic, and the way 
Colombia and the United States are com- 
mitted against narco trafficking in the 
world. We have been tracking the Carta- 
gena meeting you had with President 
Barco, and we are really aware of how the 
United States have got results about reduc- 
ing demand. That’s good news for Colombi- 
an people. 


I have told you, and you have recognized 
how we have been fighting narco traffick- 
ing, how we have improved this year the 
interdiction efforts Colombia is doing. We 
have told you about the Colombian policy, 
the new judicial Colombian policy. And we 
are very grateful for the cooperation you 
are giving us with this mutual judicial 
agreement we have got in the day—yester- 
day. 

With all of the efforts, I am sure we are 
going to dismantle the cartels. We are going 
to fight narco traffic as ever. We are really 
committed to that, and you can be sure that 


this scourge of humanity will end someday 
with the kind of effort we have been doing. 
We thank you for your offer to have, 
through this Andean Initiative, and we 
hope, too, that someday very soon, Colom- 
bia can have a free trade agreement with 
the United States of America. 


Persian Gulf Conflict 


Q. Mr. President, can Saddam survive, 
Mr. President? 


Q. Is Kuwait City liberated? 
Q. Have we taken Kuwait City, sir? 
President Bush. It’s going very well. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 1:14 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Prior 
to their remarks, the two Presidents met pri- 
vately in the Oval Office and with U.S. and 
Colombian officials in the Cabinet Room, 
and then attended a luncheon in the Old 
Family Dining Room. Saddam Hussein is 
President of Iraq and Virgilio Barco Vargas 
was President of Colombia prior to Presi- 
dent Gaviria. 
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Remarks at a Retirement Ceremony for 
General Maxwell R. Thurman in 
Arlington, Virginia 

February 26, 1991 


Thank you very, very much. And let me 
salute our Secretary of Defense, the Chair- 
man of our Joint Chiefs, the Chief of Staff of 
the Army, Secretary of the Army behind 
me, Members of Congress that are here 
today, and so many friends of our honoree, 
our most distinguished General Thurman. 

I’m sorry to kind of hit and run, but I 
wanted to come over here and pay my re- 
spects to Max. To all of you here today, his 
friends, his admirers, thank you very much. 
To all those in uniform and in the service, 
through your devotion to our common de- 
fense, you show the same spirit and com- 
mitment that we’re now seeing shine so 
brilliantly in the actions of every single man 
and woman now serving in the Persian 
Gulf. 

Secretary Cheney and General Powell 
just came over to the White House for a 
briefing, and I got a good update from 
them. And as I noted earlier today, we are 
not only on schedule, we are ahead of 
schedule. No Commander in Chief has ever 
been so proud of America’s men and 
women in uniform. 

This is Max Thurman’s day, and they say 
you can’t keep a good man down—and the 
man we honor this afternoon certainly 
proves it. A distinguished officer of the field 
artillery; two tours in Vietnam; four stars; 
commander in chief of the Southern Com- 
mand—a general who is as human as he is 
professional, as generous as he is just. 

General Thurman has devoted his career, 
his entire career, to helping all around him 
reach their fullest potential. His life and 
work are a testament to the power of an 
individual. And his brilliant role in the lib- 
eration of Panama was a fitting grace note 
to a great career. By assuring the freedom 
of the Panamanian people, General Thur- 
man has played a crucial role in the revival 
of democracy in this, our own precious 
hemisphere. 

At home and abroad, America has been 
fortunate to have Maxwell Thurman in uni- 
form. He’s been the man who never 
shirked responsibility. I’ve been told, for in- 
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stance, that General Thurman was standing 
outside the Papal Nunciature when some- 
body asked who was responsible for the 
loud music. He immediately said, “I am the 
music man—CINC music.” Nobody argued 
from there on. 

If you can’t keep a good man down, it’s 
also true that it’s hard to see a good man 
go—especially in time of war. General 
Thurman, your retirement from service, as 
well-earned as it is, leaves a great void. 
Simply stated, there is no more dedicated 
officer in the United States Army. A genera- 
tion of service men and women, some of 
whom will rise to match your rank, now go 
forward with your leadership in their minds 
and your example in their hearts. Your de- 
votion to service has brought honor to your 
nation, and your commitment to America 
has inspired admiration in all of us. Thank 
you, sir. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:03 p.m. in 
the Ceremonial Hall at Fort Myer Army 
Base. In his opening remarks, he referred to 


Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney; Colin L. 
Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff; and Secretary of the Army Michael P. 
W. Stone. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on International 
Agreements 


February 26, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case- 
Zablocki Act (Public Law 95-426; section 
112b(b)), I transmit herewith a report pre- 
pared by the Department of State concern- 
ing international agreements. 
Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Claiborne Pell, Chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Enterprise for the Americas 
Initiative Act of 1991 


February 26, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit a legislative pro- 
posal entitled the “Enterprise for the Amer- 
icas Initiative Act of 1991.” This proposal 
sets forth key measures to implement the 
investment, debt, and environmental com- 
ponents of my “Enterprise for the Ameri- 
cas” Initiative announced on June 27, 1990. 
It will build on the provisions in Title IV of 
the Agricultural Trade Development and 
Assistance Act of 1954 as amended by sec- 
tion 1512 of the Food, Agriculture, Conser- 
vation, and Trade Act.of 1990 (“1990 Farm 
Bill”) to grant the Administration the re- 
maining authority needed to implement 
these aspects of the Initiative. Also transmit- 
ted is a section-by-section analysis of the 
proposed legislation. 

This Initiative acknowledges the gains 
made for freedom in our hemisphere over 
the last year, as a resurgence of democratic 
rule has swept through the Americas. It also 
reaches out to support the realignment of 
economic policies that has paralleled this 
political shift. 

As the people of Latin America and the 
Caribbean search for prosperity following a 
decade of painful economic adjustment, 
their governments are focusing on econom- 
ic growth and the free market policies 
needed to nourish it. By reforming econo- 
mies and rebuilding their strengths, each 
country will contribute to the prospects for 
the Americas as a whole in the coming 
years. My new Enterprise for the Americas 
Initiative aims to build a broad-based part- 
nership for the 1990s to promote this proc- 
ess. 

The Initiative rests on three pillars—ac- 
tions on trade, investment, and debt— 
through which we can reach out to our 
neighbors and support economic reform 
and sustained growth. First, we want to 
expand trade by entering into framework 
agreements on trade agreements that will 
establish a hemisphere-wide free trade 
system. Second, we want to encourage for- 
eign and domestic investment and help 
countries compete for capital by reforming 
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both broad economic policies and specific 
regulatory systems. Third, we want to build 
on our successful efforts to ease debt bur- 
dens and to increase the incentives for 
countries to reform their economies by of- 
fering additional measures in the debt area. 
Building a strong future for the hemisphere 
also depends on preserving and protecting 
the environment. Accordingly, we also pro- 
pose to create resources to support environ- 
mental programs as an important element 
of debt reduction. 


The proposal I am transmitting to the 
Congress focuses on the investment, debt, 
and environment components of the Enter- 
prise for the Americas Initiative. It reflects 
the mechanisms established in the 1990 
Farm Bill authorizing the reduction of PL- 
480 debt of eligible countries and the pay- 
ment of interest in local currency to sup- 
port environmental projects. 


The proposal provides for contributions 
by the United States to a multilateral invest- 
ment fund to be established by the Inter- 
American Development Bank (IDB) that 
would foster a climate favorable to invest- 
ment in Latin American and Caribbean 
countries. This Enterprise for the Americas 
Investment Fund will provide additional 
support for reforms undertaken as part of 
the new IDB investment sector lending 
program. The Fund will advance specific, 
market-oriented investment policy initia- 
tives and reforms and finance technical as- 
sistance. 


The proposal establishes the Enterprise 
for the Americas Facility to support the ob- 
jectives of the Initiative through administra- 
tion of debt reduction operations for those 
nations that meet the investment reform 
and other policy conditions. Latin American 
and Caribbean countries can qualify for 
benefits under the Facility if they: 


¢ Have in effect, have received approval 
for, or in exceptional circumstances are 
making significant progress toward 
International Monetary Fund/World 
Bank reform programs and World 
Bank adjustment loans; 


Have in place major investment re- 
forms in conjunction with an IDB loan 
or are otherwise implementing or 


making significant progress toward 
open investment regimes; and 

Have negotiated a satisfactory financ- 
ing program with commercial banks, 
including debt and debt service reduc- 
tion, if appropriate. 


The proposal authorizes the reduction of 
concessional obligations extended under the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. The Agency 
for International Development will ex- 
change—at the direction of the Facility— 
new obligations for obligations outstanding 
as of January 1, 1991. Principal on the new 
obligation will be paid in U.S. dollars. Inter- 
est will be at a concessional rate and paid in 
local currency if an eligible country has en- 
tered into an Environmental Framework 
Agreement estaplishing an Enterprise for 
the Americas Environmental Fund; other- 
wise, interest will be paid in U.S. dollars. 


The Environmental Fund into which 
local currency interest payments are depos- 
ited will be owned by the debtor country. 
The Environmental Framework Agreement 
negotiated with each country will provide 
guidelines for the administration of its Envi- 
ronmental Fund. This Agreement will be 
negotiated by the President in consultation 
with the Environment for the Americas 
Board, a Washington-based entity with both 
United States Government and nongovern- 
mental representatives. 


This Board will also ensure that appropri- 
ate local administering bodies are estab- 
lished and will review the programs, oper- 
ations, and fiscal audits of each administer- 
ing body. Local administering bodies will 
include representatives from the United 
States Government, the debtor govern- 
ment, and a broad range of environmental 
nongovernmental organizations based in 
the participating country. A majority of the 
members of each administering body shall 
be individuals from such nongovernmental 
organizations. 


These administering bodies will be re- 
sponsible for identifying projects and man- 
aging the use of the Environmental Funds 
in each country. They will prepare annual 
programs laying out their priorities and 
plans, which will be submitted to the Envi- 
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ronment for the Americas Board for review. 
Grants in excess of $100,000 will be subject 
to the veto of the United States Govern- 
ment or the debtor government involved. 


The proposal also authorizes the sale, re- 
duction, or cancellation of loans made to 
eligible countries under the Export-Import 
Bank Act of 1945, as amended, and assets 
acquired under export credit guarantee 
programs authorized pursuant to the Com- 
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act or 
section 4(b) of the Food for Peace Act of 
1966. These sales, reductions, or cancella- 
tions will be undertaken only when pur- 
chasers confirm that they will be used to 
carry out debt-for-equity, debt-for-develop- 
ment, or debt-for-nature swaps in eligible 
countries. 


We believe that these investment, debt, 
and environmental measures will provide 
significant support to the efforts of Latin 
America and the Caribbean to build strong 
economies. 


The leaders of these countries have wel- 
comed the Initiative and widely recognize 
it as the most significant opportunity—and 
challenge—in inter-American relations in 
recent years. These are the leaders who are 
facing difficult choices in reforming their 
economies and, in the process, turning the 
tide away from economic decline and envi- 
ronmental degradation. 


Their efforts are not merely of theoretical 
importance to us in the United States. We 
have not gone untouched by the economic 
crisis faced by Latin America and the Car- 
ibbean over the last decade. As countries in 
the region cut imports, postponed invest- 
ment, and struggled to service their foreign 
debt, we too were affected. We lost trade, 
markets, and opportunities. 

Enactment of the Enterprise for the 
Americas Initiative Act of 1991 will permit 
the United States to support the efforts of 
Latin American and Caribbean leaders, in- 
creasing the prospects for economic growth 
and prosperity throughout the hemisphere. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 26, 1991. 


Remarks to the Conference on 
Marketing Economics and Management 
Training for Eastern Europe 


February 27, 1991 


Thank you very much. Nice to see all of 
you. Please be seated, and welcome, all. I’m 
very pleased to be here in my role as what’s 
billed as a cameo appearance, in and out— 
[laughter|—and let you get on with the im- 
portant work before you. But I want to wel- 
come all of you to the White House, thank 
you for your participation. 

A number have come from very far away: 
Vice President Pregl of Yugoslavia; the 
Deputy Prime Minister of Bulgaria, Mr. Pir- 
inski; and Ministers from Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Poland, and Romania. 

Among so many others here today, 
George Varga from Hungary, and Haile 
Aguilar from Poland, Drew Lewis—where’s 
Drew? I don’t see him. Among others who 
are not here is Drew Lewis—jlaughter]. But 
let me just say this: His leadership at the 
Citizens Democracy Corps has been just 
fantastic. And I was hoping he’d be here so 
I could single him out. He’s for lunch— 
okay. And of course, Dave Gergen, who I 
understand is ably moderating all of this. I 
salute Secretaries Robson and Eagleburger, 
too. 

Yesterday I was on the phone for a long 
time with Vaclav Havel, the President of 
Czechoslovakia. And I made clear to him 
that, though the Gulf obviously is dominat- 
ing the news coverage and claiming a lot of 
our time, I have not lost interest, nor has 
anyone in our government—as Secretaries 
Eagleburger and Robson can attest to—we 
have not lost interest in what’s going on in 
Eastern Europe. All our people here are 
experts—Bruce Gelb knows that, Mike Ros- 
kens knows. And we are delighted that this 
is going forward, this conference and these 
discussions. 

Historic events in Central and Eastern 
Europe—I called it the Revolution of ’89— 
and its aftermath have indeed inspired us 
all. These countries are committed to free 
societies and free market economies. And 
we have been strong supporters of econom- 
ic reform in Central and Eastern Europe 
through major bilateral commitments and 
supportive stabilization programs, enter- 
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prise funds for the private sectors of 
Poland, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia, and 
improved trade and investment relations. 
And Id say from talking to our experts that 
the results are encouraging. Economic re- 
forms are largely on track despite some 
very difficult challenges, despite some out- 
side effects on these economies. 

I think back to a conversation that I had 
again with President Havel about the effect 
that that early oil increase—the spike in oil 
prices as a result of the war—had on his 
economy. And then I heard from other 
Eastern European leaders about the ad- 
verse effect that it had on their economies. 
So, there have been some abnormal chal- 
lenges as these market economies begin to 
function. 

I think that our efforts and those of many 
in this room have helped bring positive 
change. And I know that the Western Euro- 
pean countries are very much together in 
the determination that the positive change 
continue. But Central and Eastern Europe- 
ans cry out for one thing that our Federal 
Government alone certainly cannot offer, 
and that is private investment and practical 
free market expertise and involvement 
from Americans. 

I've stressed throughout my administra- 
tion that excellence in education is a key 
element of sound growth. And educated, 
well-trained labor forces are important for 
mature economies, and they’re absolutely 
crucial for economies in transition. And a 
well-informed populace lends support for 
reform. Many of you, as I indicated earlier, 
are already engaged in Central and Eastern 
Europe. With the great human potential 
and commitment to market economic 
reform, these economies of Central and 
Eastern Europe are seeking to attract trade 
and investment. And I just hope that that 
trend will continue. 

You have the ability to provide the 
world’s best training in management and 
market economies. And America know-how 
really does run the gamut from higher edu- 
cation to the small-scale entrepreneurship. 
Universities, businesses, foundations, gov- 
ernment—all have something to contribute. 
I think that there is an important link be- 
tween economic and political freedom. 
Education, free markets, and the prosperity 
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they bring will reinforce political pluralism 
in these countries. 

The challenges that these countries face 
as they fundamentally restructure their 
economies are enormous. Our administra- 
tion will continue its strong support and 
assistance for their vital and historic efforts. 

I just really wanted to come over to 
thank all of you. I might say, knowing of 
the interest that everyone has in the busi- 
ness at hand in the Gulf, that when I got to 
the office this morning the news continues 
to be very, very good, very, very hearten- 
ing. I know that all Americans took great 
joy in the beginning of the liberation of 
Kuwait City. But the liberation of Kuwait, 
the country, is almost complete. I hope that 
those from overseas wil! explain this note of 
personal pride when I say I have never 
been more proud in my life of anybody 
than I am of the men and women of the 
United States Armed Forces. They have 
served with great distinction, enormous mo- 
tivation from the very beginning. And I 
think what they have done to contribute to 
this wave of patriotism and demonstration 
to others that our country is united is abso- 
lutely superb and will go down in history. 

Having said all that, we’re going to con- 
centrate on ending that thing, ending it 
right, and then moving forward and staying 
with these enormous challenges that these 
countries face. We can be helpful there. 
Our relationship with the Soviet Union has 
a lot to do with how a lot of this goes for- 
ward, and I’m determined to see that that 
stays on a good plane. So, you caught me on 
an upbeat day—particularly upbeat, with 
the visit of these foreign [applause] 


Note: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Zivko Pregl, Vice President of the Yugoslav 
Federal Executive Council; Georgi Pirinski, 
Member of the Bulgarian Grand National 
Assembly; Zdenko Pirek, Czechoslovak 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Head of the Hungarian Coordination Com- 
mittee for Foreign Assistance; Ferenc Madl, 
Hungarian Minister Without Portfolio in 
the Office of the Prime Minister; Polish 
Minister Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, Coordinator 
of Foreign Assistance to Poland and Pleni- 
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potentiary for Europe; Eugen Dijmarescu, 
Romanian Minister of State for Economic 
Orientation; George Varga, president and 
chief executive officer of Tungsram Co., 
Ltd., Hungary; Haile Aguilar, general man- 
ager of the Warsaw, Poland, Marriott Hotel; 
Drew Lewis, chairman of the board of the 
Citizens Democracy Corps; David S. 
Gergen, editor-at-large for US. News & 
World Report; Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury John E. Robson; Deputy Secretary 
of State Lawrence S. Eagleburger; Bruce S. 
Gelb, Director of the U.S. Information 
Agency; and Ronald W. Roskens, Adminis- 
trator of the Agency for International De- 
velopment. 


Remarks at a Meeting of the 
American Society of Association 
Executives 


February 27, 1991 


Thank you very, very much. And what a 
wonderful reception. And I interpret that, I 
think properly, the same way I interpreted 
the applause at the State of the Union mes- 
sage—as strong support for those men and 
women that are serving our country over- 
seas. And now the war is almost over, and I 
think we owe them a vote of thanks, and I 
think I heard it right now. So, thank you, 
Bill, and I’m just delighted to be here. 

I want to shift and talk about domestic 
matters. And Bill, I couldn’t help but glance 
at this marvelous quilt coming in here, and 
I do think that we owe you and all the 
others in the association a vote of thanks for 
following through and, indeed, being points 
of light. 

I want to salute our Attorney General 
who is with us today; our two able Secretar- 
ies so concerned also about what we're talk- 
ing about today, Secretaries Kemp and Sul- 
livan; Ted Sanders, who is doing a superb 
job as our Acting Secretary at Education; 
and, of course, my old friend, a man so 
well-known to all of you, Bob Woodson of 
the Center for Neighborhood Enterprise. 
You know, it’s hard to believe that a year 
has passed since the challenge Bill men- 
tioned, since I challenged the members of 
ASAE to channel the tremendous energy of 


this organization and transform a nation 
through community service. And what a 
terrific job you’ve done. 

Looking around the room today, peeking, 
before I came in here, I see so many famil- 
iar faces, so many people that are making a 
difference in the lives of others. Every man 
and woman here believes in the power of 
the individual, and is bolstered by the con- 
viction that America is indeed. a land of 
opportunity. For more than 200 years, 
America has been the home of free markets 
and free people. And there is no question: 
Opportunity in America is the envy of the 
entire world. 

The story of America has been the story 
of opportunity. Throughout our history, 
we’ve pioneered the frontiers of liberty for 
all humanity. Our Founding Fathers cre- 
ated perhaps the most simple yet profound 
document in modern history—our Constitu- 
tion and Bill of Rights. Abraham Lincoln 
broke forever the chains of human slavery. 
The suffrage movement made the promise 
of democracy a reality for women. The 
founders of our public schools unleashed 
our national potential through universal 
education. And by their struggle for equal 
rights, the leaders of the civil rights move- 
ment helped bring dignity to the oppressed 
and disenfranchised. The story of opportu- 
nity in America is the story of Thomas 
Paine and Frederick Douglass, Clara 
Barton, the Wright brothers, Rosa Parks. 

But it doesn’t end there, with these 
heroes from our past. There are the new 
American heroes of today, many of them in 
this room. And they, too, are inspired by 
pride, integrity, faith in the dignity of man, 
and courage—yes, courage to overcome the 
odds. It’s called leadership by example—and 
it’s made America the world’s great beacon 
of freedom. 

These modern visionaries are the ones 
that are making history—propelling us into 
the next American century. Theirs is a 
movement—it’s more than 200 years old— 
as old as the Declaration of Independ- 
ence—a movement defined by what Jeffer- 
son called “the American mind” and what 
I’ve been calling “the American idea.” It 
continues to sweep our country today with 
a vigor as strong as ever. It’s a vision driven 
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by the.strength and power of the American 
dream. 

And I share that vision—for what is the 
American dream if it isn’t wanting to be 
part of something larger than ourselves? If 
it isn’t creating a better life for our children 
than we might have had? If it isn’t the free- 
dom to take command of our future? For 
most people, these aspirations means enjoy- 
ing the blessings of good health or having a 
home to call one’s own, or raising a family, 
holding a stake in the community, feeling 
secure—secure at home or in our neighbor- 
hood. 

But for others, sadly, America has not yet 
fulfilled the promise of equality of opportu- 
nity. We know who they are: They’re the 
hopeless and the homeless, the friendless 
and the fearful, the unemployed and the 
underemployed, the ones who can’t read, 
the ones who can’t write. They are the ones 
who don’t believe that they will ever share 
in the American dream. 

I’m here to tell any American for whom 
hope lies dormant: We will not forget you. 
We will not forget those who have not yet 
shared in the American dream. We must 
offer them hope. But we must guarantee 
them opportunity. 

It’s been said, “Hope is a waking dream.” 
That awakening begins with learning, un- 
derstanding the power and potential of in- 
dividual effort, developing a skill, and with 
it, independence, earning a living, with dig- 
nity and personal growth. More skills mean 
more freedom—more options for even 
greater opportunity. 

Today, our administration is proposing an 
agenda to expand opportunity and choice 
for all. It involves more than six major ini- 
tiatives across the scope of our entire gov- 
ernment: restoring quality education, ensur- 
ing crime-free neighborhoods, strengthen- 
ing civil and legal rights for all, creating 
jobs and new businesses, expanding access 
to homeownership, and allowing localities a 
greater share of responsibility. In its entire- 
ty, I believe it represent one of the most 
far-reaching efforts in decades to unleash 
the talents of every citizen in America. 

In several weeks, I will have legislation to 
enact this agenda on the desk of every Con- 
gressman. The administration’s educational 
excellence proposals, by way of example, 
will put choice in the hands of students and 
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parents—so that they can choose the best 
school to attend. Our higher education 
system is clearly, unquestionably, the finest 
in the world—creative, innovative, and 
highly competitive. From the GI bill to Pell 
grants, college students already have the 
power to choose. And now it’s time that our 
education system, all of it, became the 
finest in the world. 

We're also proposing education reforms 
to build flexibility and accountability into 
our school systems. We’ve seen what educa- 
tion reform can do, from East L.A. to East 
Harlem. We’re encouraging Governors to 
bring together teachers, parents, and ad- 
ministrators to work together to meet the 
needs of all students. We must cut the drop- 
out rate and ensure that every student in 
America arrives at school ready to learn and 
graduates ready to work. 

For some time now, the administration 
has called for the restructuring of American 
education. We’ve got to raise our expecta- 
tions for our students and our schools. But if 
we're going to ask more of them, it 
wouldn’t be fair to tie the hands of the 
teachers and principals—particularly those 
who make a difference. We need responsive 
schools—customer-driven ones, if you will— 
schools that are more market-oriented and 
performance-based, because it’s time we 
recognize that competition can spur excel- 
lence in our schools. Choice is the catalyst 
for change, the fundamental reform that 
drives forward all others. These ideas will 
stir us and guide us toward meeting the 
national education goals the Governors and 
I set up after that famous education 
summit—because we can’t expect to remain 
a first-class economy if we settle for second- 
class schools. 

Millions of jobs await America’s graduates 
in the coming years. But to fill those jobs, 
entrepreneurs will look increasingly to 
America’s minorities—blacks, Hispanics and 
Asians—and to people just entering the eco- 
nomic mainstream—workers with disabil- 
ities and mothers who have chosen to work 
outside the home. The majority of those 
jobs are safer, are cleaner, higher skilled, 
better paying jobs. And they will go to the 
ones who have what it takes—a quality edu- 
cation. 
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Everyone knows the best education takes 
place in a safe, drug-free environment. It is 
difficult for children to learn if there’s vio- 
lence in the classroom or crime out in the 
schoolyard or drug pushers along the way 
home. And older students and workers find 
it hard to attend night school or put in late 
hours at the office because of the danger 
that darkness brings, especially in crime- 
ridden neighborhoods. 

Low-income Americans are the ones 
more likely to be intimidated by crime, less 
likely to be able to take advantage of oppor- 
tunities that may be across town or even 
just around the corner. They’re the ones 
defending themselves and their families 
from the drug dealers and muggers down 
the hall or down the street. And they’re the 
ones who need opportunity the most. 

It is in their name that this battle for the 
streets of our cities must be waged. The 
thugs and the gangs and the drug kingpins 
should be the casualties of this war. Our 
tactics: mandatory sentences for using a 
firearm in a violent crime; strengthened 
protection against sex crimes and child 
abuse; tough prosecutors; courts that mete 
out equal justice, swiftly and surely; a prison 
system that is up to the job. And finally, our 
strategy must include an unequivocal com- 
mitment to our young people. There are 
meaningful and adventurous alternatives to 
a life of crime. And it starts with an educa- 
tion, a neighborhood that’s safe and secure. 

Opportunity is built on these foundations, 
but the door is opened by one thing: a job. 
Every American who wants a job should be 
able to get one. Of course, vestiges of the 
past remain. Bigotry and discrimination, re- 
grettably, still do exist. But we have power- 
ful legal tools for eliminating discrimination. 
And remember, the legal guarantees of 
equality of opportunity are largely in place: 
Brown vs. the Board of Education, the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, the Fair Housing Acts of both 1968 
and 1988, the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990. 

To assure that every American enjoys the 
equality of opportunity and access, I am de- 
termined to continue the vigorous enforce- 
ment of these and of all our civil rights 
laws. And where our laws need improve- 
ment, I am committed to refining them. 
We will soon introduce legislation with 


strong new remedies to protect women 
from sexual harassment and minorities from 
racial prejudice in the workplace. And I call 
on the Congress to act promptly on this 
important initiative. But legislation that 
only creates a lawyer’s bonanza helps no 
one. We all know where opportunity really 
begins. As I said above, it begins with a job. 

In our hardest hit urban and rural areas 
our enterprise zone proposal will create 
new small businesses. We’re providing new 
incentives for employers to hire more work- 
ers, by eliminating the capital gains tax on 
businesses in these areas, and attracting 
more seed capital. Our proposals mean eco- 
nomic growth, more minority entrepre- 
neurs and most importantly, again, jobs. 

The American dream also means choosing 
where to live and, for many working 
people, owning a home someday. We’re of- 
fering public housing residents not only 
control and management of their own com- 
munity, but for the first time, access to 
home ownership and private property to 
gain a stake in their communities. We’ve 
asked the Congress to provide much- 
needed funding for the HOPE program in 
1991, to make this opportunity a reality in 
our inner cities this year. And we’re propos- 
ing that Americans be allowed to use the 
money from their IRA’s to buy their first 
home. These initiatives will bring us closer 
to our goal of one million new homeowners 
by 1992. 

You know, there’s something reassuring 
about becoming a part of a neighborhood, a 
community that pulls together in times of 
crisis, that looks out for one another. Each 
community in America is different, and its 
residents know best how to take care of 
each other, what the best options are for 
programs and services for those who need a 
hand. And so, we’re proposing to allow 
communities to restructure programs at the 
local level. 

Our strength as a nation lies in the 
strength of our communities, the sum of our 
neighborhoods and families, our hopes and 
dreams for the future. This is our adminis- 
tration’s agenda for opportunity. It begins 
in the heart of every person who believes in 
freedom and lives on in the American 
dream. Every man and woman in this room 
shares its vision. The great poet, Carl Sand- 
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burg, put it this way: “nothing happens 
unless first a dream.” Our mandate is to 
make the dream a reality. 

We face a new century, a new American 
century. Half a world away, our allied 
troops face a defining moment in the new 
world order. And they are succeeding in 
their battle because each and every one of 
them possesses a pride in their country, in- 
tegrity in their cause, and courage in their 
heart. 

Our troops will be home soon—coming 
home to a grateful nation. And I want to 
ensure that their return is to a land of equal 
opportunity. And just as they have stood to 
safeguard our freedom—the world’s free- 
dom—let us stand with pride, integrity, and 
courage in our hearts and expand the free- 
doms of all Americans. It’s up to each of us 
to secure the triumph of “the American 
idea.” And that idea is opportunity. 

With God’s help and yours, we will suc- 
ceed. Thank you all very much. And may 
God bless our troops, and may God bless 
the United States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the J.W. Marriott 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to R. William Taylor, president of the 
American Society of Association Executives; 
Attorney General Dick Thornburgh; Secre- 
tary of Housing and Urban Development 
Jack Kemp; and Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Louis W. Sullivan. 


Address to the Nation on the 
Suspension of Allied Offensive Combat 
Operations in the Persian Gulf 


February 27, 1991 


Kuwait is liberated. Iraq’s army is defeat- 
ed. Our military objectives are met. Kuwait 
is once more in the hands of Kuwaitis, in 
control of their own destiny. We share in 
their joy, a joy tempered only by our com- 
passion for their ordeal. 

Tonight the Kuwaiti flag once again flies 
above the capital of a free and sovereign 
nation. And the American flag flies above 
our Embassy. 
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Seven months ago, America and the 
world drew a line in the sand. We declared 
that the aggression against Kuwait would 
not stand. And tonight, America and the 
world have kept their word. 

This is not a time of euphoria, certainly 
not a time to gloat. But it is a time of pride: 
pride in our troops; pride in the friends 
who stood with us in the crisis; pride in our 
nation and the people whose strength and 
resolve made victory quick, decisive, and 
just. And soon we will open wide our arms 
to welcome back home to America our 
magnificent fighting forces. 

No one country can claim this victory as 
its own. It was not only a victory for Kuwait 
but a victory for all the coalition partners. 
This is a victory for the United Nations, for 
all mankind, for the rule of law, and for 
what is right. 

After consulting with Secretary of De- 
fense Cheney, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General Powell, and our coa- 
lition partners, I am pleased to announce 
that at midnight tonight eastern standard 
time, exactly 100 hours since ground oper- 
ations commenced and 6 weeks since the 
start of Desert Storm, all United States and 
cualition forces will suspend offensive 
combat operations. It is up to Iraq whether 
this suspension on the part of the coalition 
becomes a permanent cease-fire. 

Coalition political and military terms for a 
formal cease-fire include the following re- 
quirements: 

Iraq must release immediately all coali- 
tion prisoners of war, third country nation- 
als, and the remains of all who have fallen. 
Iraq must release all Kuwaiti detainees. Iraq 
also must inform Kuwaiti authorities of the 
location and nature of all land and sea 
mines. Iraq must comply fully with all rele- 
vant United Nations Security Council reso- 
lutions. This includes a rescinding of Iraq’s 
August decision to annex Kuwait, and ac- 
ceptance in principle of Iraq’s responsibility 
to pay compensation for the loss, damage, 
and injury its aggression has caused. 

The coalition calls upon the Iraqi Govern- 
ment to designate military commanders to 
meet within 48 hours with their coalition 
counterparts at a place in the theater of 
operations to be specified, to arrange for 
military aspects of the cease-fire. Further, I 
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have asked Secretary of State Baker to re- 
quest that the United Nations Security 
Council meet to formulate the necessary ar- 
rangements for this war to be ended. 


This suspension of offensive combat oper- 
ations is contingent upon Iraq’s not firing 
upon any coalition forces and not launching 
Scud missiles against any other country. If 
Iraq violates these terms, coalition forces 
will be free to resume military operations. 


At every opportunity, I have said to the 
people of Iraq that our quarrel was not with 
them but instead with their leadership and, 
above all, with Saddam Hussein. This re- 
mains the case. You, the people of Iraq, are 
not our enemy. We do not seek your de- 
struction. We have treated your POW’s 
with kindness. Coalition forces fought this 
war only as a last resort and look forward to 
the day when Iraq is led by people pre- 
pared to live in peace with their neighbors. 


We must now begin to look beyond victo- 
ry and war. We must meet the challenge of 
securing the peace. In the future, as before, 
we will consult with our coalition partners. 
We've already done a good deal of thinking 
and planning for the postwar period, and 
Secretary Baker has already begun to con- 
sult with our coalition partners on the re- 
gion’s challenges. There can be, and will be, 
no solely American answer to all these chal- 
lenges. But we can assist and support the 
countries of the region and be a catalyst for 
peace. In this spirit, Secretary Baker will go 
to the region next week to begin a new 
round of consultations. 


This war is now behind us. Ahead of us is 
the difficuit task of securing a potentially 
historic peace. Tonight though, let us be 
proud of what we have accomplished. Let 
us give thanks to those who risked their 
lives. Let us never forget those who gave 
their lives. May God bless our valiant mili- 
tary forces and their families, and let us all 
remember them in our prayers. 


Good night, and may God bless the 
United States of America. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 9:02 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 
In his address, he referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The address was 


broadcast live on nationwide radio and tel- 
evision. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas of 
France 


February 28, 1991 


Reporter. Mr. President, do you still want 
to prosecute Saddam Hussein for war 
crimes? 

The President. I don’t want to take any 
questions here in the Oval Office, but we 
have with us today the Foreign Minister 
from one of our fundamentally key coalition 
partners. And I will take this opportunity to 
express my appreciation not only to Minis- 
ter Dumas but to the President of the 
French Republic, Francois Mitterrand, for 
the extraordinary and, Id say, historic coop- 
eration we’ve had. 

And I’m glad to have this opportunity, 
Roland, to tell you how much we appreci- 
ate the closeness, the way in which you and 
our Secretary of State have worked through 
a lot of ups and downs in the road. And we 
valued your advice, your judgment, the 
courage of your fighting people. And you’ve 
come here on an exciting day for all Ameri- 
cans. It’s most fitting that you be here, too. 

The Foreign Minister. Let me say how 
glad I am to be here today, especially, and 
to thank you for receiving me today. And 
give to the American people the regards 
from France. And we have been fighting 
together in this big, difficult period, and I 
hope now we continue to work together to 
build peace. 


The President. We’ve got to, yes. 

The Foreign Minister. A very good 
peaceful and stable settlement in that 
region. 

The President. Well, that’s what we all 
want to do, so we'll have a chance to talk 
about the problems and the challenges that 
lie ahead. 

Thank you all very much. 

The Foreign Minister. Thank you very 
much. 

The President. May I simply repeat what 
I said a minute ago to the first wave of 
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journalists. I still will not take questions in 
here, but this is a very special day. And it is 
most fitting that Roland Dumas, a friend, 
Foreign Minister of France, be here be- 
cause it gives me a chance, on behalf of all 
the American people, to thank the French 
Government, the President, Francois Mit- 
terrand, and the Minister for the extraordi- 
nary cooperation we’ve had, all of us, to- 
gether—working together since day one. 
And there have been some bumps in the 
road, and we’ve always valued the counsel 
and the steadfast solidarity that we’ve had 
with France. 


And I want to take this opportunity, Mr. 
Minister, to thank your courageous people 
in the military in the Gulf. They have 
served with great distinction. I heard what 
General Schwarzkopf said yesterday, com- 
mending the French soldiers. And _ it 
brought tears to my eyes because we’ve 
worked closely in the past—working closely 
in present. And now we’ve got some big 
diplomatic problems that you and Jim can 
talk about in detail. But we’re very glad 


you're here, very glad. We're very grateful 
to you. 


The Foreign Minister. Well, let me say I 
thank you very much for your words. And I 
will repeat it to the French President. And 
I appreciate very much what you said and 
the work we have done together 

The President. It’s been good. 

The Foreign Minister. ——American 
people and French people in this difficult 
period of time. I’m sure we will continue 
now to settle the peace for the future and 
to have good cooperation together between 
ourselves and between our two people and 
to our people—we work together in the-—— 

The President. We must do that. 

The Foreign Minister. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, the President referred to Secretary 
of State James A. Baker III and Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, commander of the 
U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report on Alaskan Mineral 
Resources 


February 28, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith the 1990 Annual 
Report on Alaska’s Mineral Resources, pur- 
suant to section 1011 of the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act (Public 
Law 96-487; 16 U.S.C. 3151). This report, 
containing pertinent public information re- 
lating to minerals in Alaska, was gathered 
by the U.S. Geological Survey, the Bureau 
of Mines, and other Federal agencies. This 
report is significant because of the impor- 
tance of the mineral and energy resources 
of Alaska to the future well-being of the 
Nation. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 28, 1991. 


Message to the Congress Repor'*ing 
Budget Deferrals 


February 28, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith report 26 
proposed rescissions, totaling $4.3 billion, 
and one revised deferral and one new de- 
ferral of budget authority. Including the re- 
vised and new deferrals, funds withheld in 
FY 1991 now total $9.3 billion. 

The deferrals affect International Security 
Assistance programs and the Department of 
Agriculture. The proposed rescissions affect 
the Departments of Agriculture, Defense, 
and Housing and Urban Development. 

The details of the proposed rescissions 
and deferrals are contained in the attached 
report. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
February 28, 1991. 
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Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters Prior to Discussions With 
Ambassador Nasir Al-Sabah of Kuwait 
February 28, 1991 


The Ambassador. When we saw the Ku- 
waiti flag with the Stars and Stripes flying 
together it was just so touching. 

The President. It was very moving. And 
I'll tell you, I had a telegram from General 
Boomer, who is the—I’d like to show that. 
Get Patti to bring me, if you would, the 
telegram from General Boomer of the 
Marine Corps who went into Kuwait yester- 
day. Because Americans are—I’ve been 
very touched by the warmth of reception. 

Let me—I’ve violated my own rules of 
not taking—I won’t violate the question 
rule, but I do want to make just a comment, 
and then I’d welcome a comment from you. 
But before I say what’s on my heart about 
Kuwait, I want to announce here today that 
the Iraqi Government has now agreed to 
designate military commanders to meet 
with coalition counterparts to arrange for 
the military aspects of this cease-fire, some- 
thing we called for yesterday. 

They have come back now. We will 
promptly go back to them with the arrange- 
ments, where and when. It will be very 
soon. We will appoint high-level representa- 
tives from our military to meet with them. 
And obviously, the subjects will include—it 
will be a wide array of subjects. The one 
that’s amongst foremost in my heart is the 
question of our prisoners of war. And .we 
expect a prompt repatriation of them, the 
Kuwaiti detainees and others. 

The second subject, but the one that 
brings the Ambassador here, is a chance to 
tell him how pleased we Americans are that 
his country is free, and we’re very pleased 
to have had a major role in it. 

The Ambassador. If I might just say a few 
words, Mr. President, words that are from 
my heart and from the hearts of every Ku- 
waiti, addressed to our friends in the United 
States, and especially to you, Mr. President. 

On behalf of the Amir and the people of 
liberated, free, and independent Kuwait, I 
wish to extend to you, Mr. President, per- 
sonally, and to the people of the United 
States, to the Secretary of Defense, and to 
the Secretary of State, to General Powell, 
General Schwarzkopf, and to all the young 


men and women who have served in 
Desert Storm, and to King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, and to all our coalition allies who 
have joined in Desert Storm, our deep 
sense of appreciation and gratification for 
what you have done for us in liberating our 
country. 

There isn’t, I believe, a more precious gift 
that could be given to people than their 
freedom and their liberty and their home- 
land. And, Mr. President, you have done 
this. And you'll go down in history as the 
great liberator of my country. Your resolve, 
your determination for freedom, for liberty, 
and for humanity is unprecedented since 
the 2d of August when this brutal invasion 
took place. ° 

I remember, Mr. President, meeting with 
you here on the 8th of August, and from 
that meeting I knew in my heart when I 
saw it in your eyes that you were deter- 
mined not to let that aggression stand. And 
we are deeply grateful to you and to our 
friend, the United States, for all that you 
have done. 

And our hearts go also to the families of 
the victims that have lost their lives, brave- 
ly, in Operation Desert Storm. Our condo- 
lences to them. They have not died in vain. 
And we hope and pray to God that they 
may rest in peace. And we wish you all, our 
friends in the United States and our coali- 
tion forces, the best. 

And, Mr. President, I hope scener rather 
than later we will welcome you and wel- 
come all our friends in liberated Kuwait. 
Thank you. 

The President. Mr. Ambassador, I appre- 
ciate what you said. And it’s a very emo- 
tional time. But I just sent for this telegram 
that I’ll share with you, but I will just say 
here that it’s a telegram from General 
Boomer of the Marine Corps who led a 
group of our marines into Kuwait. And the 
emotion that he felt, I feel. The warmth of 
the reception that our marines and that the 
Saudi troops and the Kuwaiti ‘roops return- 
ing there got was just unbelievable. And it 
makes everything worthwhile. 

And I want to say I’m very grateful to 
you for your most generous words. But you 
and I both know it was the privates and the 
sergeants and first lieutenants and the gen- 
erals that deserve the credit. They showed 
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the courage; they showed the steadfast 
commitment to your independence and 
your freedom. 

And as I conclude this photo opportunity, 
let me say that it seems very fitting that 
your son is here, as the future of Kuwait. 
And now they have a much better shot at a 
wonderful, free, and challenging future. 
And we’re very proud that that generation 
has their hope restored. 


Persian Gulf Conflict Resolution 


Q. Sir, did Iraq agree to all allied condi- 
tions? 

Q. When are these men going to meet, 
do you know? 

The President. We don’t have a set time 
yet, but it will be very soon. 

Q. Did Iraq agree to all allied conditions, 
the prisoners of war 

The President. We don’t know that yet, 
but we know what they’re talking about at 
the United Nations. But they will agree to 
all of it. 

Q. Should Saddam Hussein be prosecuted 
for war crimes, sir? 

The President. We're not going to get 
into that. These matters will all be discussed 
in appropriate forums. We’ve got a United 
Nations track, diplomatic track going for- 
ward, and we have the military track that 
will go forward. And so, I'll leave those mat- 
ters to our experts to work out. 

Q. But just to be clear, have they agreed 
to the February 22 demands—conditions? 

The President. We will—let’s wait and see 
how these meetings unfold to what they’ve 
agreed to. They have met this one condi- 
tion, which is very good—and they met it 
promptly—and that is that we are going to 
get together and send high-level military 
representatives, and we are going to get 
back our POW’s, and we are going to do it 
fast. And we’ve got a few other matters of 
urgent concern that will be resolved fairly 
and in keeping with the determination that 
our fighting forces have showed. 

Q. Sir, where will the meeting be held? 

The President. Have not set a place yet. I 
really have told you about all I know about 
the logistics on it. But we’re very pleased 


that it is going to go forward. And once 
again, it is a special day, and, Ambassador, I 
just can’t tell you what’s in my heart, but I 
am very pleased, very proud that your 
country is free. 

Q. Where did you hear it from? The 
U.N.?P 

The President. \ refer you to the proper 
authorities on that. They’re across at the 
State Department. 

Thank you, Miss Thomas [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International], for your inter- 
est. 


Note: The Ambassador spoke at 3:15 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Lt. 
Gen. Walter E. Boomer is commander gen- 
eral of the I Marine Expeditionary Forces 
(Forward) in the Persian Gulf, Patricia Pre- 
sock is Deputy Assistant to the President, 
Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah is Amir of 
Kuwait, Gen. Colin L. Powell is Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf is commander of the 
U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf, Nawaf al- 
Sabah is the Ambassador's son, and 
Saddam Hussein is President of Iraq. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters Prior to Discussions with 
Prince Bandar bin Sultan of Saudi 
Arabia 


February 28, 1991 


The President. We are very grateful to 
His Majesty for this total cooperation. In the 
beginning, we think back to all the predic- 
tions of how the command problems would 
not work, and here it’s not only worked but 
it’s worked so much faster. 

The Prince. This adds sweetness to it. 

The President. Yes. So, please tell His 
Majesty how grateful we are for the stead- 
fast support. When we talk coalition, I 
mean, that’s exactly what it is. Incidentally, 
your briefer has won the hearts of many 
Americans, including Barbara Bush over 
there. And so I think the Brits did a good 
job, too, and the French. 
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But it’s been superb from the very begin- 
ning. What’s the mood at home on all of 
this? 

The Prince. Well, the mood is excellent, 
Mr. President, and I am here on behalf of 
His Majesty and the Saudi people to extend 
to you and through you to the American 
people our gratitude, thanks—aad also to 
let you know that you should be very proud 
of the United States Armed Forces. They 
did a marvelous job. And I think their pro- 
fessionalism, their capabilities speak for 
itself. But also, how sensitive those young 
men and women were also, over and above 
all of that, to the culture of the country. 

The President. Yes. 

The Prince. And I think people in this 
country should be very proud of them. And 
we all are proud of you and your leader- 
ship—the steadiness and how you got the 
whole world to be together. As you say, in 
this country, the proof is in the pudding. 
[Laughter] 

The President. \s in the eating. But it’s 
worked well. You know, I remember the 
early days, the question mark as to whether 
these Iraqi forces would have gone south. 
The more I think about it—and I don’t 
know whether we have any differences on 
that—the more I think that if they had not 
been checked by your people and our 
people in a display of force early, I’m con- 
vinced they would have. 

The Prince. 1 am convinced—— 

The President. They have not acted ra- 
tionally. And so I think we did the right 
thing back in August. And then on, when 
Dick moved these additional forces, I think 
that facilitated the battle in a way that’s 
kept your loss of life, our loss of life way, 
way down from the earlier predictions. 

So, all that display of force and then use 
of force I think has served a very noble 
purpose—I really do. 

The Prince. Absolutely, Mr. President. 
We would be fighting in the eastern prov- 
ince of Saudi Arabia right now if you didn’t 
make that decisive decision at the right 
time. And one thing I want to say, we have 
healthy respect for the Iraqi people and the 
Iraqi forces. The reason they didn’t fight is 
they didn’t believe in the cause or their 


leader. We discovered it now, although all 
the pundits in this town told us otherwise. 
But we knew our brothers in Iraq, they 
really didn’t believe in that cause. And 
proof of it is 100,000 prisoners, almost, now. 

The President. Is it that many now? 

The Prince. Almost. 

The President. Well, we’ve tried to make 
clear—and I did last night—that our argu- 
ment has not been with the Iraqi people. 
We've said that from the very beginning. 
And let’s hope that they realize the best 
way to—or the most peaceful relationship is 
to go on and get matters into their own 
hands and take a new lease on life. 


Contact With Allies 


Q. Mr. President, are you planning to go 
back to the Middle East and to Europe to 
thank the allies? 

The President. Well, I plan to thank the 
allies. I was just talking to Bandar, His 
Royal Highness, about calling King Fahd. 
I’ve not done that yet because I think, in 
his first 24 hours of emotional victory, if you 
will, there are many things on his mind. But 
I will certainly be thanking him in one way 
or another for the extraordinary coopera- 
tion. And of course, our commander out 
there has expressed his gratitude, and I 
know Secretary Cheney has, through 
proper authorities. So, we will make clear 
to the Ambassador’s countrymen how 
strongly we feel about it. 

And I think they—it’s been a two-way 
street—they have been—I’ve watched the 
response from the Saudi troops, and it’s 
been a two-way street. Their joy, I think, 
being side by side with our people. 

The Prince. That’s true. 

Q. Heard any more from Iraq in the last 
few minutes? 

The. President. Have you heard anything 
yet from Iraq lately? I mean, we have—— 

The Prince. No, other than what’s public. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks he referred to King Fahd bin ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia, Secretary 
of Defense Dick Cheney, and Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, commander of the 
U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf. 
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Remarks on Signing the Proclamation 
Commemorating the 30th Anniversary 
of the Peace Corps 


March 1, 1991 


We've got all the suspects lined up here. 
Thank you very much. [Laughter] 


Listen, please be seated. And welcome to 
the White House—a very special ceremony. 
And it’s great to see so many familiar faces 
and distinguished former Directors of the 
Peace Corps, including especially the 
founding Director, Sarge Shriver. I’m also 
delighted to see the representatives from 
the Congress—Senator Pell; Senator Lugar; 
Congressman Broomfield; my old friend, 
Jim Leach—an especially warm welcome to 
you. 


It’s our pleasure, all of ours, to be here 
today to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the Peace Corps. I’m very proud to have 
standing at my side our very able Director, 
Paul Coverdell. 


The Peace Corps has come a long way 
and expanded a great deal in its proud his- 
tory. Today the volunteers come from a 
more diverse population of Americans than 
ever before, and they’re reaching out to an 
ever-widening circle of countries. 


The Peace Corps has long had three im- 
portant goals. First, to help the people of 
host countries meet their needs for skilled 
men and women. Second, to help promote 
abroad a better understanding of our coun- 
try—of America. And third, to promote a 
better understanding by Americans of other 
peoples throughout the world. 


And it has been exciting to watch as our 
volunteers, our ever-dedicated volunteers, 
continue to provide important training and 
skills in 73 countries that we are currently 
serving. And that is, incidentally, the high- 
est number of countries that the Peace 
Corps has ever been active in at one time. 
It’s particularly rewarding to note that the 
programs have been established in 19 new 
countries since the beginning of our admin- 
istration, and I understand that number 
may reach as high as 30 by the end of 1992. 
In fact, the first set of volunteers will leave 
to begin their work in Romania just next 
week. 
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I'm pleased to have with us today Ed 
Piszek, Chairman of the Liberty Bell Foun- 
dation; several of his colleagues. Because of 
the Liberty Bell Foundation’s great gener- 
osity and effort, the Peace Corps wiil be 
able to send an additional 60 volunteers to 
Poland to teach English. What an historic 
example of a successful public-private part- 
nership. 


In recent times, our second goal of help- 
ing to promote understanding of Americans 
abroad has been particularly important. 
Peace Corps volunteers have, and will, con- 
tinue to promote a better understanding of 
the American people in the countries in 
which they serve. I’ve seen them in action 
many, many times—and as everybody in 
this room has—and it is inspiring. 

I’m also very proud of the Peace Corps 
efforts of their equally important, yet prob- 
ably less known third goal. And that is to 
teach Americans about the world beyond 
our own borders. 

Today, all 50 States are participating in 
the recently established World Wise School 
program. This program assists over 60,000 
students in learning geography, acquiring 
international knowledge, and in inspiring 
good citizenship. 

The Fellows/USA program allows re- 
turned volunteers to earn master’s degrees 
while serving as teachers in our nation’s 
neediest inner-city schools, and then in the 
rural schools as well. Twelve universities 
are currently participating in this program. 

In each of these important tasks, consist- 
ently for 30 years, so many thousands of 
volunteers have done a superb job in so 
many countries. Because the Peace Corps 
has served with characteristic American 
generosity and ability, I am proud to offer 
my congratulations on this very important 
30th anniversary, and my strong support 
and best wishes for the future. 

Thank you all for coming down here, and 
now Id like to ask the former Directors to 
join me as I sign this proclamation. I’m 
grateful for the work all you have put into 
this. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
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Proclamation 6254—In 
Commemoration of the 30th 
Anniversary of the United States Peace 
Corps 

March 1, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The generous spirit of the American 
people has produced in this country a great 
and long-standing tradition of voluntary 
service. During the past three decades, that 
tradition has been carried on with dramatic 
and far-reaching effect by the members of 
the United States Peace Corps. 

Established in 1961 to reach out to for- 
eign countries and to help meet their 
urgent needs for skilled manpower, the 
Peace Corps has brought a wealth of practi- 
cal assistance to individuals and communi- 
ties throughout the world. Since 1961, more 
than 125,000 Americans have served as 
Peace Corps volunteers in more than 100 
countries. Peace Corps volunteers have not 
only helped to fill immediate and dire 
human needs but also helped to promote 
sustainable, long-term development in areas 
such as agriculture, business, education, 
urban development, health care, and the 
environment. They have done so by com- 
bining valuable material aid with efforts to 
help others gain the knowledge and skills 
needed to help themselves. 

As Peace Corps volunteers well know, the 
needs of people in the world’s emerging 
democracies and less developed nations are 
not simply material. In addition to the phys- 
ical hunger found in some impoverished na- 
tions, there exists among many peoples an 
intense hunger for peace, hope, and oppor- 
tunity—for genuine social and economic de- 
velopment that is rooted in respect for 
human rights and human potential. Recog- 
nizing the dignity and worth of all peoples 
and determined to help needy individuals 
help themselves, Peace Corps volunteers 
have served as influential emissaries of hope 
and goodwill. Accordingly, their generous 
humanitarian efforts have helped to foster 
mutual understanding and respect between 
the people of the United States and citizens 
of other countries. 


Today the Peace Corps continues to 
expand its programs and activities through- 
out the world, including new programs in 
such countries as Mongolia, Poland, Hunga- 
ry, Czechoslovakia, Namibia, and others. 


Respected for its work around the world, 
the Peace Corps also conducts a number of 
valuable programs here at home. For exam- 
ple, through programs such as World Wise 
Schools and Peace Corps Fellows/USA, 
Peace Corps volunteers are helping chil- 
dren in every State of our Nation to learn 
more about the world in which we live. 


I am pleased to note that more and more 
Americans from all walks of life are joining 
in the work of the Peace Corps, whether as 
part of its diverse group of volunteers or 
through its growing partnerships with the 
public and private sectors. This trend is a 
tribute to the many past achievements of 
the Peace Corps, and it is a promising sign 
of more to come. 


The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
76, has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation commemorat- 
ing the 30th anniversary of the United 
States Peace Corps and commending its 
members for the their generous service to 
humanity. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby urge all Americans to observe 
March 1, 1991—the 30th anniversary of the 
United States Peace Corps—with appropri- 
ate programs, ceremonies, and activities de- 
signed to honor Peace Corps volunteers, 
past and present, for their many contribu- 
tions to our country and to the universal 
cause of peace and human progress. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of March, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
one, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and fif- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:14 p.m., March 1, 1991] 
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher of Germany 

March 1, 1991 


As I mentioned earlier to the first wave, 
we are very grateful to Germany for its 
support for the operations in recently con- 
cluded Desert Storm. We’ve got to work 
together now, and we will, to help enhance 
the peace. And so, I think we’re all in a 
better position to do that. And I just want 
you to know, and please convey to Chancel- 
lor Kohl that we’re—as I’m sure Jim has 
told you—determined to play our part in all 
of this. So, it’s a big problem, but anyway, 
one we’ve got to tackle. 

Thank you all. It’s been a great pleasure. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl of Germany and Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III. 


Remarks at a Meeting of the American 
Legislative Exchange Council 
March 1, 1991 


Thank you so much for that warm wel- 
come and welcome back to the White 
House. I just had a chat with Ellen Sauer- 
brey outside; and delighted te see her and 
all of you; Sam Brunelli, the Executive Di- 
rector. And, of course, I’m delighted to be 
side-by-side today, as I have been for the 
last couple of years and especially the last 
few months, with our very able Secretary of 
Defense. 

I know Dick feels, as I do, that when you 
get a nice reception like that, people are 
really expressing their gratitude to the 
fighting men and women of the United 
States halfway around the world. What a 
job they’ve done, and nobody, no individual 
deserves more credit for all of that than the 
man sitting over here behind me, our able 
Secretary of Defense. I will always be in- 
debted to him and so will our country. 

I understand that you’ve heard from 
Mary McClure and Deb over here—Deb 
Anderson, and Richard Haass will be speak- 
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ing to you in a minute. He has had a key 
role—is a key member of our National Secu- 
rity Council—every step of the way in 
what’s happened over in the Gulf. So, 
you're going to be hearing from one upon 
whom I have relied heavily, upon whom 
General Scowcroft relies heavily. So you'll 
get the facts from him, and I’m sandwiched 
in between these two experts. [Laughter] 
But when I mention Deb and Mary, of 
course, I’m talking about two of your own— 
two State legislators, and both proof, if ever 
there was, of Finley Dunne’s rule “Every 
now and then an innocent person gets sent 
to the State legislature.” [Laughter] 

So, I hope that you found these visits with 
our other—Dick Thornburgh and I don’t 
know whether John Sununu has been over 
yet or not. I guess he has. And Jack Kemp is 
coming on. So we want you to hear in detail 
about our program—our legislative pro- 
gram, as well as what’s transpired in the 
Gulf. 

Like so many other fine members of our 
team, most of those you'll hear from have 
something in common with each of the tal- 
ented people out here in the audience. 
Most of them know what it meant when— 
Sam Rayburn put it this way when he said 
he knows what it is to run for sheriff. And 
one of his criticisms of a lot of people 
around Washington was that they never ran 
for sheriff. Well, you know what it’s like, 
and I know what it’s like. And so I hope 
that you recognize that we have able 
people who have been elected; many able 
who have not. But we put great emphasis 
on the elective political process. 

The presence of the veterans that we 
have of State politics—veterans of State pol- 
itics is important because they kind of 
remind us all the time of the philosophical 
underpinnings of our administration. And I 
want to just renew in a very few minutes 
here my own commitment not only to fed- 
eralism but also to the principle that the 
States are what we call the laboratories of 
democracy—forging ahead at the cutting 
edge of the world’s greatest experiment in 
freedom and diversity. 

It is, of course, an ongoing experiment, a 
continuing experiment. From _ parental 
choice in child care and education to tenant 
ownership in housing, from enterprise 
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zones to create jobs to what we call these 
drug-free zones to take back the streets, 
state and local governments are finding the 
new approaches to solving these prob- 
lems—and looking not just at America’s 
problems but also at our possibilities. 

Just a little over a month ago, I went up 
to the Congress’ and reported on the state 
of the Union. And I called it then a “defin- 
ing hour” for our nation, and I spoke of the 
promise of a renewed America. And I 
issued a call not merely for new govern- 
ment initiatives but for new initiative in 
government. And as has been true through- 
out our history, the wellspring of these new 
initiatives is likely to be the 50 dynamic 
State laboratories that are represented by 
all of you here today. 

I’ve often said that the State legislatures 
are some of our most practical and re- 
sourceful leaders. Close to America’s roots, 
close to the people—I think that’s what 
does it—close to the concerns of the com- 
munities. 

And that’s why in that State of the Union 
Address I included a bold new proposal to 
select at least $15 billion in Federal pro- 
grams and then turn them over to the 
states in one single consolidated grant, fully 
funded, for hands-on management by the 
States. 

And I want to thank Ellen and Sam, who 
sent me a letter just 2 days later telling us 
of your strong endorsement, your enthusias- 
tic support for this proposal. Over the past 
months, we’ve worked with you and with 
the Governors and others in State and local 
government to select the programs that go 
into this turnover. We are committed to 
funding these programs, Sam, funding them 
for the next 5 years. And we are committed 
to moving power and decision-making 
closer to the people. Because at the bottom 
line, our idea of federalism comes down to 
four simple words: more flexibility and 
fewer mandates. 

I think John was to speak to you about 
this earlier, but I did want to come by and 
thank you for your support and for all 
you're doing to make this initiative a suc- 
cess. We’re getting some flak from predict- 
able places on it, but I think on balance it’s 
been received very, very well. And I can 
guarantee you we're going to fight for it. 


I want to conclude by thanking this group 
particularly, but so many people across this 
country for the tremendous support for our 
men and women serving overseas. And I 
want to particularly single out those that 
are actually serving in the Gulf or in sup- 
port of Desert Storm, to click off just a few 
ALEC members like Louisiana’s Hunt 
Downer—was on active duty, supposed to 
be here—right here—Hunt, glad to see you. 
We're delighted you’re here. Nevada’s Jim 
Gibbons; and Mike Coffman from Colorado; 
Connecticut’s Chris Burnham, a Marine 
captain who took his third oath of office 
while stationed in Saudi Arabia. 

So, we’ve got “citizen legislators” today 
doing double duty as “citizen soldiers.” And 
ladies and gentlemen, these are America at 
its very, very best. 

So, thank you. I know ycu share this won- 
derful feeling that I have of joy in my heart. 
But it is overwhelmed by the gratitude I 
feel—not just to the troops overseas but to 
those who have assisted the United States of 
America, like our Secretary of Defense, like 
our Chairman of our Joint Chiefs, and so 
many other unsung heroes who have made 
all this possible. It’s a proud day for Amer- 
ica. And, by God, we’ve kicked the Vietnam 
syndrome once and for all. 

Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in 
Room 450 at the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Ellen Sauerbrey, national chairperson of 
the American Legislative Exchange Council; 
Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney; Mary A. 
McClure, Special Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs; Debra An- 
derson, Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Director of the Office of Intergovern- 
mental Affairs; Richard N. Haass, Special 
Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs; 
Attorney General Dick Thornburgh; John 
H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the President; 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Jack Kemp; and State legislators Hunt 
Downer, Jim Gibbons, Mike Coffman, and 
Chris Burnham. 
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Press Conference on the Persian Gulf 
Conflict 


March 1, 1991 


The President. Good afternoon. In the 
hours since we suspended military oper- 
ations in the Kuwaiti theater of war, consid- 
erable progress has been made in moving 
towards a cease-fire and postwar planning. 
As our forces moved into Kuwait City, and 
as the faces of these jubilant Kuwaiti citi- 
zens have warmed our hearts, the coalition 
leaders started the arduous task of address- 
ing the next stages of the Persian Gulf situa- 
tion. 

As a first order of business this afternoon, 
I want to thank the American people for 
the affection and support that they have 
shown for our troops in the Middle East. In 
towns and cities across this nation, our citi- 
zens have felt a sense of purpose and unity 
in the accomplishment of our military that 
is a welcome addition to the American 
spirit. And as our service men and women 
begin coming home, as they will soon, I 
look forward to the many celebrations of 
their achievement. 

In the meantime, we are focused on the 
many diplomatic tasks associated with 
ending this conflict. General Khalid, Gener- 
al Schwarzkopf, and other coalition military 
leaders of our forces in the Gulf will meet 
with representatives of Iraq tomorrow 
afternoon, March 2d, in the theater of oper- 
ations to discuss the return of POW’s and 
other military matters related to the cease- 
fire. We will not discuss the location of the 
meeting for obvious security reasons. But 
this is an important step in securing the 
victory that our forces have achieved. 

Work is proceeding in New York at the 
United Nations on the political aspects of 
ending the war. We’ve welcomed here in 
Washington this week the envoys of several 
of our close friends and allies. And shortly, 
Secretary Baker will be leaving for a new 
round of consultations that I am confident 
will advance planning for the war’s after- 
math. Again, and as I said Wednesday 
evening, the true challenge before us will 
be securing the peace. 

So, thank you very much. And now who 
has the first question? Helen [Helen 
Thomas, United Press International]? 
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Q. Mr. President, you’ve always said that 
you were not targeting Saddam under the 
U.N. mandate and that the coalition has no 
claim on Iraqi territory. Is that still the 
case? 

The President. We are not targeting 
Saddam, and we have no claim on Iraqi 
territory. 

Q. Well, will you try to hunt him down 
for any kind of war crimes trial? 

The President. No, I'm not going to say 
that. Not hunt him down, but nobody can 
be absolved from the responsibilities under 
international law on the war crimes aspect 
of that. 

Q. Mr. President, along that line, the re- 
ports of atrocities in Kuwait apparently go 
far beyond the horror stories that you’ve 
already described in recent weeks. Who will 
be held accountable for those, perhaps, 
other than Saddam? And do you think that 
the allied forces will hold any part of south- 
ern Iraq as a security zone for any time? 

The President. 1 think on the first ques- 
tion, the first part, I agree that the reports 
are just sickening that are coming out of 
Kuwait. We have been concerned about it. 
Early on in all of this I expressed the con- 
cerns that I felt. But I think we'll just have 
to wait and see because I think the persons 
that actually perpetrated the tortures and 
the insidious crimes will be the ones that 
are held responsible. Now, how you go 
about finding them—but I think back to the 
end of World War II; that process took a 
long time to evolve, but justice was done. I 
can’t say it was complete; can’t say every- 
body that committed a war crime was tried. 
But it’s a very complicated process. But the 
answer is, the people that did it. Now, a lot 
of them obviously took off and fled out of 
Kuwait. But some of the Kuwaitis know 
who they were, so we'll have to wait and 
see on that one. 

And what was the second part, Terry 
[Terence Hunt, Associated Press]? 

Q. The second part was about a security 
zone. You’ve had all this destruction. Is 
there any thought of establishing a security 
zone to protect—— 

The President. On the question of securi- 
ty zone and arrangements out there, these 
matters will be discussed when Jim Baker is 
out there with the coalition partners. I 
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don’t believe they will be discussed at the 
military meeting tomorrow. 

Q. Mr. President, what are your options, 
sir, if the meeting tomorrow and subse- 
quent meetings do not produce prompt sat- 
isfaction to you that our EPW’s or POW’s 
will be released immediately? 

The President. Well, 1 really, Brit [Brit 
Hume, ABC News], don’t want to get into 
the hypothesis because I’m convinced they 
will. I really believe we will get satisfaction 
on that. And they know that they must 
comply, and I believe they will comply. 
And put it this way—they better comply. 

Q. Well, there have been reports, sir, al- 
ready from the early days of the air war 
that one of the airmen, for example, was 
killed, his body dragged through the streets 
in one of the towns. Does the United States 
plan to seek any kind of retribution because 
of that, or will there be measures taken in 
that regard? 

The President. Well, Ive addressed 
myself to war crimes trials, and abuse of 
prisoners certainly is provided for. Ang you 
know, the Geneva convention cites how 
prisoners should be treated. I had not heard 
that report, and I don’t want to leave it 
stand that I know of it or know of its accu- 
racy. But it would be a horrible thing if that 
happened. 

Q. I know you’ve heard those reports 
from the Le Monde newspaper—Secretary 
of State Baker says he knows nothing about 
the fact that the Algerians have worked out 
a deal with Saddam that he could come 
there for political asylum. First of all, have 
you heard anything about those reports? 
And if not, do you agree with your Chief of 
Staff Mr. Sununu that it’s an unstable situa- 
tion for him and that you think he might be 
overthrown? 

The President. John [John Cochran, NBC 
News], I think that subsequent to your dis- 
cussion with Secretary Baker, the Algerians 
denied this. I’m seeing General Scowcroft 
confirm that, that they have denied that. 
We don’t really know about the stability 
inside. There are rumors, but that—I think 
it’s early. In my own view I’ve always said 
that it would be—that the Iraqi people 
should put him aside and that would facili- 
tate the resolution of all these problems 
that exist, and certainly would facilitate the 


acceptance of Iraq back into the family of 
peace-loving nations. 

Q. Sir, could I just follow that up? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Even though that report from Algeria 
apparently is erroneous, there was some- 
thing interesting in there. It said the Algeri- 
ans had worked out a deal whereby the 
allies, including yourself, had agreed that 
Saddam, if he came there, he would not be 
tried for any war crimes. But you said that 
no one could be absolved. Would you not 
agree to any deal whereby he got political 
asylum? 

The President. | would leave it stand that 
we cannot absolve anyone from his respon- 
sibility under international law. But that— 
we were not approached on that at all. So 
the report is simply fallacious if it included 
that. 

Q. To get him out of the country, you 
wouldn’t agree to not try him?P 

The President. I would leave that matter 
to the international system of justice. And 
we cannot absolve somebody; I cannot 
wave a wand and absolve somebody from 
the responsibilities under international law. 

Q. Mr. President, what can King Hussein 
do to get himself out of the U.S. doghouse? 
[Laughter] And if it turns out Jordan was 
violating the arms embargo against Iraq, 
can he do so? 

The President. | think you know we have 
had differences with Jordan, and it’s going 
to take some time. I think the Jordanians 
have to sort out their internal problems, the 
way they look at this matter. The Jordani- 
ans I don’t believe have even received the 
truth as to what has happened to the Iraqi 
armed forces. From just watching from afar, 
it seems to me that they have been denied 
the truth. And the truth is we have de- 
stroyed Iraq’s armor. And I see people 
dancing around in the streets still talking 
about a victory, or still that we’ve sued for 
peace because we were done in by Saddam. 

So, first thing that has to happen in 
Jordan, the truth has to hit the streets. And 
then it will be time to discuss future ar- 
rangements. We have no lasting pique with 
Jordan. As everybody knows, we’ve had 
very pleasant relationships with Jordan in 
the past. But I have tried to be very frank 
with His Majesty the King and with the 
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government of Jordan pointing out the cer- 
tain sense of disappointment that all Ameri- 
cans feel that they moved that close to 
Saddam Hussein. 

But I think it’s just going to take time, 
and I can’t say how much. But clearly, we 
do not want to see a destabilized Jordan. I 
have no personal animosity towards His 
Majesty the King. So we'll just have to wait 
and see. 

Q. Sir, a lot of Americans have the im- 
pression that Germany and Japan didn’t 
carry their weight in the Persian Gulf crisis. 
And they find Germany’s involvement in 
the Iraqi chemical weapons and Scud mis- 
sile operations particularly odious. What can 
the Germans and the Japanese do to reha- 
bilitate themselves in American public opin- 
ion? 

The President. Fulfill the commitments 
that they already have made. I’m told that 
the Germans have already come in with a 
substantial—close to 50 percent—of their 
commitment. And I am also told that the 
Japanese Diet yesterday approved this $9 
billion payment. And so, I would simply say 
Japan and Germany have constitutional 
constraints—the American people may or 
may not understand that—constraints that 
kept them from participating on the ground 
in the coalition. But I have tried to make 
clear to the American people that both of 
them have stepped up and have offered to 
bear their share of responsibility by putting 
up substantial amounts of money. 

Q. Mr. President, you have mentioned in 
your speeches third country nationals held 
by the Iraqis. There have been reports in 
the last few days of them taking hostages, 
Kuwaiti hostages, on the way out. May I ask 
about what seemed to be before a rather 
optimistic statement by you, why you think 
they’re going to come to the table tomor- 
row and do the right thing? 

The President. Well, the question of third 
party nationals or Kuwaiti detainees will be 
presented both at the military meeting on 
the border, and it is being debated and pre- 
sented as one of the demands in our Securi- 
ty Council resolution. I’m not sure that that 
matter will be resolved tomorrow—that 
part of it. But I hope that we see an under- 
taking by the government of Iraq to do that 
which they should do, and that is to give 
full accounting and immediate repatriation 
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of these people. I don’t know whether 
they'll do it or not, but there will be—there 
must be—a full accounting. So we are going 
to be watching very carefully to see if they 
are responsive to these concerns. 

Q. In the resolution that you are pushing 
there’s a continued push for economic sanc- 
tions, continued mention of war repara- 
tions. Is that what you’re holding over 
Saddam Hussein’s head as leverage for com- 
pliance on the prisoners? 

The President. No. We just want compli- 
ance with the resolutions and compliance 
with human decency—that is, to release 
those prisoners and release these that have 
been kidnaped. And of course, we want the 
perpetrators brought to justice. 

Frank [Frank Sesno, Cable News Net- 
work]? Incidentally, I’m told this may be 
your last appearance here. But good luck to 
you. Go ahead. 

Q. Thank you, sir. I appreciate that. 

Mr. President, you’ve talked a great deal 
throughout these many months and weeks 
aboyj—at the appropriate time—what you 
want to see happen in a postwar Middle 
East. I’d like to ask you two questions. First 
of all, provided Saddam Hussein is toppled, 
ousted, and/or leaves—the question—what 
is your attitude about the U.S. helping to 
rebuild Iraq? And secondly, how do you 
feel now about a peace conference for the 
Middle East and to deal with these larger 
Arab-Israeli questions that you said would 
be among the issues on the table once this 
war was over? 

The President. Well, on the second one of 
the peace conference or the whole concept 
of trying to bring peace to the rest of the 
Middle East—and I would say it relates to 
the Palestinian question; it relates to the 
Lebanese question. Clearly, it relates to 
how Iraq is brought back into the family of 
nations. All of those things are going to be 
discussed now with our coalition partners 
by Jim Baker. We are also discussing it, as I 
said, with those emissaries that have been 
here. 

For example, the Germans don’t have 
forces, but they have some very good ideas 
on how all of these matters can be brought 
forward. I want to repeat my determination 
to have the United States play a very useful 
role now in the whole question of peace in 
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the Middle East, and that includes all three 
of these categories. And whether it proves 
to be a peace conference or some bolder 
new idea, time will tell. But we are begin- 
ning very serious consultations on this. 

In terms of rebuilding Iraq, my view is 
this: Iraq, had they been led differently, is 
basically a wealthy country. They are a sig- 
nificant oil producer. They get enormous 
income. But under Saddam Hussein and 
this Revolutionary Council, they have elect- 
ed to put a tremendous amount of their 
treasure into arms. And they’ve threatened 
their neighbors. And now they invaded—up 
to now had invaded a neighbor. 

And so, Iraq has a big reconstruction job 
to do. But I'll be honest with you—at this 
point I don’t want to see one single dime of 
the United States taxpayers’ money go into 
the reconstruction of Iraq. 

Now, you want to talk about helping a 
child, you want to to talk about helping 
disease, something of that nature, of course, 
the United States will step up and do that 
which we have always done—lay aside the 
politics and help the health-care require- 
ments or help children especially. But not 
reconstruction—they must work these 
things out without any help from the Amer- 
ican taxpayer. 

Q. If I may follow, Mr. President, you’ve 
said your argument has never been with 
the Iraqi people. 

The President. Right. 

Q. That the United States did not seek 
the destruction of Iraq. 

The President. Exactly. 

Q. If Saddam Hussein is gone and the 
Iraqi people appear to need help because of 
this crisis in leadership that you spoke 
about, why not, if not contributing—— 

The President. Well, we'll give a little 
free advice. [Laughter] And the advice will 
be: Use this enormous oil resource that you 
have, further develop your oil resource and 
other natural resources, live peacefully, and 
use that enormous money to reconstruct 
and do the very questions you’re asking 
about. And in addition to that, pay off these 
people that you have so badly damaged. 
They’ve got a big role ahead of them there. 
That’s the way I look at it. 

Q. Mr. President, today you declared an 
end to the Vietnam syndrome and, of 
course, we’ve heard you talk a lot about the 


new world order. Can you tell us, do you 
envision a new era now of using US. mili- 
tary forces around the world for different 
conflicts that arise? 

The President. No, 1 think because of 
what has happened, we won’t have to use 
U.S. forces around the world. I think when 
we say something that is objectively cor- 
rect, like don’t take over a neighbor or 
you're going to bear some responsibility, 
people are going to listen because I think 
out of all this will be a newfound—put it 
this way, a reestablished credibility for the 
United States of America. 

So, I look at the opposite. I say that what 
our troops have done over there will not 
only enhance the peace but reduce the risk 
that their successors have to go inio battle 
someplace. 

Q. But surely, you don’t mean that you 
would be reluctant to do this again. 

The President. Do what again? 

Q. Send troops if you thought you needed 
to. 

The President. I think the United States is 
always going to live up to its security re- 
quirements. 

Q. Sir, I’m struck by—I know these are 
serious topics, but I’m struck by how 
somber you feel—you seem, at least here. 
And I was wondering, aren’t these great 
days? Is this the highlight of your life? 
[Laughter] How does this compare to being 
swept out of the ocean a couple of years 
backP 

The President. You know, to be very 
honest with you, I haven’t yet felt this won- 
derfully euphoric feeling that many of the 
American people feel. And I’m beginning 
to. I feel much better about it today than I 
did yesterday. But I think it’s that I want to 
see an end. You mentioned World War II— 
there was a definitive end to that conflict. 
And now we have Saddam Hussein still 
there—the man that wreaked this havoc 
upon his neighbors. We have our prisoners 
still held. We have people unaccounted for. 

So, I’m beginning to feel that the joy that 
Americans all feel now is proper. It has to 
do with a new, wonderful sense of patriot- 
ism that stems from pride in the men and 
women that went over there. And no ques- 
tion about it, the country’s solid. There isn’t 
any antiwar movement out there. There is 
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pride in these forces—handful of voices, but 
can’t hear them. 

And so I think what happened, the 
minute we said there will be no more 
shooting—thousands, hundreds of thousands 
of families and friends that said, my kids are 
going to be safe. And I think I was focusing 
a little more on what’s left to be done. But 
it is contagious. When I walk out of that 
White House, or when I get phone calls in 
there from our kids in different States, or 
when I talk to whoever it is that have just 
come from meetings—the Vice President’s 
been out around the country and Barbara’s 
been out around the country and others 
here—I sense that there is something noble 
and majestic about patriotism in this coun- 
try now. It’s there. And so I’ll get there, but 
I just need a little more time to sort out in 
my mind how I can say to the American 
people it’s over finally—the last “t” is 
crossed, the last “‘i’”’ is dotted. 

Q. Sir, does that mean that this episode 
won’t be over for you until Saddam Hussein 
is out of- 

The President. No, because I’m getting 
there. And I’m not gloomy about it. I’m 
elated. But I just want to finish my job—my 
part of the job. And the troops have fin- 
ished their part, in my view. They’ve done 
their job. They did it in 100 hours, those 
ground forces. And the Air Force was 
superb. And that’s what the families sense. 
That’s what the American people sense. But 
I still have a little bit of an unfinished 
agenda. 

Q. Sir, you’ve been called yesterday the 
great liberator of Kuwait. You’ve been in- 
vited there. People zre waiting for you 
there. When are you going? 

The President. | have no immediate plans 
to go. I want to go, but I have no immedi- 
ate plans to do that. This is the triumph of 
the people on the ground. This is the Gen- 
eral Schwarzkopf and the coalition, General 
Khalid and the triumph of our military. So 
we should keep our focus on that for a little 
bit. But I would like very much to go there 
at some point and to beable to see for 
myself, feel for myself a little better what 
our sons and daughters have done. 

Q. What about the big conference of all 
the members of the coalition? Do you envi- 
sion that soon? 
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The President. You mean of the heads of 
state or government? I don’t know of any 
plans for such a thing, and I don’t think it 
would be required. There were so many, 
and it’s so difficult. 

Q. Mr. President, on a related topic. I 
know you spoke last night with Prime Min- 
ister Bolger of New Zealand. Do you now 
envision improved relations with them, es- 
pecially in light of their contribution to the 
Gulf effort? 

The President. What I told him was that I 
have not had a diminished feeling of any 
kind about the people in New Zealand. 
We’ve had one major difference with New 
Zealand. They know what it is; we know 
what it is. But I would like to try to resolve 
that because the American people have 
never wavered in their affection for the 
people in New Zealand. And this govern- 
ment has been supportive of the coalition, 
and we’re not going to forget that. We’re 
very pleased with that. 

Q. Going into the security talks with the 
countries of the Middle East, are you will- 
ing to consider a long-term presence of 
American troops as a peace-keeping force, 
or do you think that would be better han- 
dled by Arab nations? 

The President. 1 think it would be better 
handled by Arab nations. There will be a 
United States presence. There was before 
this. But there will be—one of the things 
that Secretary Baker is talking about is all 
these different security arrangements. Per- 
haps there will be a role for a U.N. force; 
perhaps there will be a role for an all-Arab 
force. Certainly there will be some security 
roie for the United States. But I would 
repeat here I do not want to send out the 
impression that U.S. troops will be perma- 
nently stationed in the Gulf. I want them 
back. 

So, we’re still working—we’re just begin- 
ning to work out these security arrange- 
ments, but a part of it will not be a contin- 
ued presence of substantial quantities of 
U.S. troops. I'd like to see them all out of 
there as soon as possible. But there’s some 
shorter-run security problems that I don’t 
want to underestimate. 

Q. Mr. President, a question you may 
think is too early to answer, but I know a 
lot of people in the United States are won- 
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dering: What is in the future for Generals 
Powell and Schwarzkopf? Will you promote 
them? 

The President. | think that’s a little early 
to answer. 

Q. Would you care to take a shot at it? 

The President. | don’t know what they 
want to do. But they’re big enough to do 
anything they want to do. And we owe 
them a vote of profound gratitude. And so 
we'll take this opportunity in answer to this 
question to say once again to both of them, 
thank you very much on behalf of the 
American people. But then the futures can 
sort themselves out. 

Q. To follow, sir, the United States has 
got a tradition of taking successful generals 
and turning them into politicians. Do you 
see that happening here? 

The President. 1 think I will direct that 
question to either of them—or both of 
them. 

Q. Mr. President, clearly, the United 
States and you have gained a great deal of 
personal approval and stronger approval in 
the period of this—in winning the war and 
in how you have handled this. Do you feel 
any urgency to use both the heightened re- 
spect for the United States and heightened 
approval of how you’ve acted in this crisis 
to press urgently in the Middle East? Or are 
you more prone to take the prudent and 
cautious approach and do a lot of consulting 
and sort of build that approach the way you 
did leading up to this conflict? 

The President. I leave out the polling fig- 
ures or the renewed—certainly individually, 
or what I think is a new respect for the 
U.S.’s credibility. I want to move fast and I 
want to go forward, particularly in the 
three areas I’ve mentioned resolving the 
Middle East. And I alluded to that in a 
speech I gave to the United Nations, and 
now I want to follow through on it. And I 
think I’ve made that very clear to the— 
can’t hear you, Ann [Ann Devroy, Washing- 
ton Post]. No, because I want to finish that 
answer. I have made that clear to Jim 
Baker, who totally agrees with that. I’ve 
talked to Secretary Cheney and General 
Powell about it because obviously they’ll 
have responsibilities ii: the security end of 
all of this. 


But, no, we are going to move out in a 
leadership role, but we have to have proper 
consultation before we do this. 

Sarah [Sarah McClendon, 
News Service]? 

Q. Yes, sir. [Laughter] Will you work just 
as hard for some machinery for peace in 
the world hereafter as you’ve worked on 
this war? 

The President. Yes, Sarah. 

Q. And in connection with that, will you 
see that the United States and others quit 
selling arms? 

The President. 1 will work very hard for 
peace—just as hard as I have in the pros- 
ecution of the war. And it’s interesting you 
mention the arms sales. I don’t think there 
will be any arms embargo because we’re 
not going to let any friend come into a role 
where its security is threatened. But let’s 
hope that out of all this there will be less 
proliferation of all kinds of weapons, not 
just unconventional weapons. 

Q. To follow up along those lines, so 
many boxes of ammunition marked 
“Jordan” have been found inside aban- 
doned Iraqi bunkers in Kuwait. Going back 
to the Jordan question, what do you make 
of thatP 

The President. Vl be honest with you, 
that has not been called to my attention. 
And I'll have to look at that because wheth- 
er that means there has not been compli- 
ance with the embargo, I don’t know. I 
don’t want to jump to conclusions. I really 
have not heard that. And if it were a matter 
of considerable urgency or considerable 
amount, I believe that I would have known 
about it. But I don’t want to comment fur- 
ther because I just don’t know the answer. 

Q. To follow up, sir, along the same lines, 
are you confident now that all is said and 
done that the Soviets were not supplying 
arms to their client, Iraq, during this? 

The President: We have had no evidence 
that they have been during this—that they 
have violated the embargo. 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve said that the 
true challenge now is securing the peace. 
Do you detect any chinks of light either on 
the Arab side or on the Israeli side which 
really would lead to a lasting settlement in 
the Middle East? 
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The President. It’s a little early because 
these consultations are just beginning. But 
what I really believe is that the conditions 
are now better than ever. And it’s not 
simply the restored credibility of the United 
States, for example. There are a lot of play- 
ers out there. There’s a lot of people that 
know a lot about the Middle East. And the 
British and the French and other coalition 
partners are very interested in moving for- 
ward. So I can’t tell you that anything spe- 
cific in what went on in the last 100 days 
will contribute to this. But I can tell you 
that each of the people I have talked to 
have said, now let’s get on with this. And so 
we want to do it. It is in the interest of 
every country. It’s in the interest of the 
Arab countries. It’s in the interest of Israel. 
It’s in the interest of the Palestinian people. 
So I sense a feeling—look, the time is right; 
let’s get something done. But I can’t tie it 
to—maybe I missed the thrust of your ques- 
tion—I can’t tie it to any specific happen- 
ing. 
Q. Do you feel it’s a more workable sce- 
nario now than it has been for some years? 
. The President. 1 think so. And I’ve been 
wrestling with this—some role or another 
since U.N. days back in "71 and ’72. And 
part of this is the newfound viability of the 
United Nations. Part of it is that even 
though we had some nuances of difference 
here with the Soviets, that that veto-holding 
power is together with us in feeling that 
there must be an answer. China is different 
than it was in those early days when it first 
came to the U.N., and they’ve been sup- 
portive of the resolutions against Iraq. And 
so you’ve got a whole different perspective 
in the United Nations and, I’d say, in coun- 
tries out there. There’s still some historic 
prejudices; historic differences exist. But I 
think your question is on to something. I 
think there is a better climate now. And 
we're going to test it. We’re going to probe. 
We're going to try to lead to see whether 
we can do something. 

Q. Mr. President, you have put together a 
solid and improbable coalition. What would 
you say to those who say that in the long 
term there is going to be a resentment in 
the Arzb world for the damage the United 
States has inflicted upon Iraq? 

The President. Well, you know, I’ve 
heard that—from the very beginning that 
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was one of the things that was thrown up to 
me as to why not to use armed force, why I 
shouldn’t commit the forces of the United 
States on the ground or in the air—the alle- 
gation being this will create resentment. 
There were predictions back then that the 
whole Arab world would explode in our 
face and that even the countries that were 
supporting us in the coalition would peel 
off. Do you remember the fragility’ of the 
coalition days? And that didn’t happen. 

And I think the reason it didn’t happen is 
that people in the Arab world could not 
condone Saddam Hussein’s invasion of 
Kuwait. And then I think they also have 
seen the brutality—not totally yet because 
you have some closed societies that have 
been denied the news. And you have some 
who have historically beea less closed. And 
I cite Jordan, where the news has been 
denied or slanted so much that the people 
haven’t been able to make up their own 
mind. 

But one of the reasons that there has not 
been this explosion that had been highly 
predicted is that these are decent people. 
And they can’t condone in their hearts the 
brutality of Saddam Hussein. They’ve 
known he was the village bully for a long 
time. They didn’t have the wherewithal or 
the support to stand up against it. Even 
some of the countries that have been sup- 
porting him—they know he’s been an evil 
person. 

And so I think we’re in pretty good shape 
on this. And I think we’ve gone out of our 
way to make clear that our argument was 
not with the people of Iraq but with this 
dictator, you see. And I think that’s helped 
a little bit. We’ve tried to be sensitive to 
the culture, tried to understand and em- 
pathize with the religious persuasions of 
these people. But there’s nothing in Islam 
that condones the kind of brutality that 
we've seen from Saddam Hussein. So when 
he was posturing as a man of religion, it 
caused unease even from some of his sup- 
porters. And I think that’s a reason that the 
Arab world hasn’t exploded. 

And we will go the extra mile to make 
clear to all these countries that the United 
States wants to be their friend and that we 
certainly have respect for their sovereignty 
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and their customs and their traditions and 
all of that. And that’s the way to handle it. 

Q. What do you see is the role of the 
Soviet Union in this, postwar? 

The President. Well, the Soviet Union is a 
major, significant country that should be 
treated, as we would other countries, with 
the proper respect. They have a long-stand- 
ing knowledge of and interest in the Middle 
East. And so we will deal with the Soviets 
with mutual respect—for that reason as well 
as for the fact that to have the new United 
Nations be viable and meaningful in its so- 
called peace-keeping function, the Soviet 
Union is necessary to be working with 
them. 

I don’t want to see the U.N. in 1991 go 
back to the way it was in 1971, where every 
vote we found ourselves—put it this way— 
the U.N. found itself hamstrung because of 
the veto from the Soviet Union or some- 
times from the United States. So as we work 
with them on common goals in foreign 
policy, although we have great differences 
with them on some things—we’ve spelled it 
out here on the Baltics and use of force in 
the Baltics and all of that—I want to contin- 
ue to work with them, and we'll try very 
hard to work with them. Because, one, they 
have some good ideas. 

I never resented the idea that Mr. Gorba- 
chev was trying to bring a peaceful resolu- 
tion to this question. I told him that. I’ve 
seen some cartoons that suggested I was 
being something less than straightforward, 
but I really didn’t. The trouble was it 
stopped way short of what we and the rest 
of the coalition could accept. So they will 
be important players. And I’m very glad— 
I'll say this—that we wrestle with this whole 
problem of the Gulf today—yesterday— 
with Soviet cooperation, as opposed to what 
it would have been like a few years ago in 
the cold war days when every American 
was absolutely convinced that the only 
thing the Soviets wanted was access to the 
warm-water ports of the Gulf. 

And so the problem, which is highly com- 
plex in diplomacy, has been much easier to 
work because of the cooperation between 
the five veto-holding powers of the United 
Nations. And I want to continue that be- 
cause the U.N. will have a role. It’s not 
going to have the only role. We’ve got a 
coalition role; we’ve got a bilateral diploma- 


cy role; we’ve got a certain military role in 
encouraging the stability of the Gulf. But 
the United Nations can be very helpful. 

And the Soviet Union is important. And 
when I have differences with Mr. Gorba- 
chev, or when we have differences with the 
Soviets, we'll state them. We'll state them 
openly. But we will treat them—we will 
deal with them with respect. And we will 
iron out our bilateral differences, and then I 
will reassure them that they are necessary 
to continue this multilateral diplomacy that 
has made a significant contribution to the 
solution to the Middle East problem. 


Note: The President’s 72d news conference 
began at 12:45 p.m. in the Briefing Room 
at the White House. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of its content. 


Memorandum on Narcotics Control 
Certification 


March 1, 1991 


Presidential Determination No. 91-22 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Certifications for Major Narcotics 
Producing and Transit Countries 


By virtue of the authority vested in me 
by Section 481(h\2\A\i) of the Foreign As- 
sistance Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 
2291(h\2\XA\i) (“the Act’’), I hereby deter- 
mine and certify that the following major 
narcotics producing and/or major narcctics 
transit countries/dependent territory have 
cooperated fully with the United States, or 
taken adequate steps on their own, to con- 
trol narcotics production, trafficking and 
money laundering: 


The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Hong 
Kong, India, Jamaica, Laos, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Thailand. 


By virtue of the authority vested in me 
by Section 481(h\2)A\ii) of the Act, 22 
U.S.C. 2291(h\2\A\ii), I hereby determine 
that it is in vital national interests of the 
United States to certify the following coun- 
try: 
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Lebanon. 


Information for this country as required 
under Section 481(h\2\B) of the Act, 22 
U.S.C. 2291(hX2\B), is enclosed. 

I have determined that the following 
major producing and/or major transit coun- 
tries do not meet the standards set forth in 
Section 481(hX2\XA) of the Act, 22 U.S.C. 
2291(hX2\A): 


Afghanistan, Burma, Iran, and Syria. 


In making these determinations, I have 
considered the factors set forth in Section 
481(hX3) of the Act, 22 U.S.C. 2291(h\3) 
based on the information contained in the 
International Narcotics Control Strategy 
Report of 1991. Because the performance of 
these countries varies, I have attached an 
explanatory statement in each case. 

You are hereby authorized and directed 
to report this determination to the Con- 
gress immediately and to publish it in the 
Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Message to the Congress on Trade 
Negotiations and Agreements 


March 1, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to section 1103(b\X2) of the Om- 
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 (Public Law 100-418; 102 Stat. 1129), 
I transmit herewith a report that includes 
my request for the extension of fast track 
procedures for the consideration of imple- 
menting legislation with respect to trade 
agreements entered into after May 31, 
1991, and before June 1, 1993, together 
with a description of the progress made to 
date in bilateral and multilateral trade ne- 
gotiations, the anticipated schedule for 
transmitting such agreements to the Con- 
gress, and a statement of the reasons sup- 
porting my request for an extension of fast 
track procedures. 

The fast track mechanism has played a 
vital role in U.S. trade policy for many 
years. It strengthens the hand of our trade 
negotiations and preserves the important 
role of the Congress in the shaping of U.S. 
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trade policy. The continued availability of 
the fast track procedures over the next 2 
years will ensure that our negotiators can 
bring to the Congress for its consideration 
trade agreements that will truly enhance 
the ability of the United States to compete 
internationally. 

At a time when world events have recon- 
firmed the importance of U.S. leadership in 
multilateral efforts, maintaining fast track is 
essential to our leadership in the globa: 
trading system. 

My request reflects my strong desire to 
continue the partnership between the Con- 
gress and the executive branch that the fast 
track represents. This partnership is essen- 
tial if we are successfully to meet the 
world’s growing economic challenges into 
the next century. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 1, 1991. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





February 23 

Milton L. Cambre, of Norco, LA 

February 25 

Albert Tonner, of Woodmere, NY 

February 26 

Gregory and Gayla Holley, of Bloomington, IL 
February 27 


Volunteers in Service to Others, of St. Joseph, 
MN 


February 28 

The Elephant Men, of Memphis, TN 
March 1 

William Nagle, of Northampton, MA 








Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





February 23 

President Bush had telephone conversa- 
tions with President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
the Soviet Union, President Turgut Ozal of 
Turkey, and Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
of Japan, to discuss the Persian Gulf conflict 
and ongoing coalition operations. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from an overnight stay 
at Camp David, MD. 


February 25 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Theodore C. Barreaux, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to be a member of the 
Advisory Board of the National Air and 
Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution. He 
would succeed Jacqueline A. Ponder. Since 
1989 Mr. Barreaux has served as the super- 
visor of detailed evaluation in the Office of 
Presidential Personnel at the White House 
in Washington, DC. 


February 26 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders, to discuss the 
procedures for congressional review of 
international agreements; 
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—freshman Republican Representatives, 

for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 

President. 

The President designated Edward Marks, 
of California, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, as Deputy Representative of the 
United States of America on the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations in 
New York, NY. He succeeds Harry Amory 
Cahill. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Lech Walesa of Poland will visit Wash- 
ington, DC, on March 20. 


February 27 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief ‘of Staff to the 
President. 


February 28 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Foreign Minister Roland Dumas of 
France; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the 1991 trade policy agenda and 
1990 annual report on the trade agree- 
ments program. 


March 1 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 
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—Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher of Germany. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush went to Camp David, MD, for the 


weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 26 


Dennis A. Yao, 

of Pennsylvania, to be a Federal Trade 
Commissioner for the term of 7 years from 
September 26, 1989, vice Andrew John 
Strenio, Jr., term expired. 


John A. Gannon, 

of Ohio, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring 
September 17, 1992 (reappointment). 


Pedro Roig, 

of Florida, to be a member of the National 
Advisory Council on Educational Research 
and Improvement for a term expiring Sep- 
tember 30, 1992, vice James L. Usry, term 
expired. 


Withdrawn February 26 


Donna M. Owens, 
of Ohio, to be Director of the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance (new position). 


Submitted February 27 


Lawrence B. Lindsey, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for the unexpired term of 14 years from 
February 1, 1986, vice Manuel H. Johnson, 
resigned. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released February 26 


Fact sheet: 
President Bush’s proposed Enterprise for 
the Americas Initiative Act of 1991 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the meeting with Presi- 
dent César Gaviria Trujillo of Colombia—by 
Bernard Aronson, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs and 
Thomas McNamara, U.S. Ambassador to Co- 
lombia 


Released February 27 


Fact sheet: 
Expanding choice and opportunity for indi- 
viduals, families, and communities 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved March 1 


SJ. Res. 76 / Public Law 102-6 
Commending the Peace Corps and the cur- 
rent and former Peace Corps volunteers on 
the thirtieth anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the Peace Corps 
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